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(73rd in a series of posts on parking) 

The parking system in Bethlehem: the mayor has responsibility for 
meter rates, the City Council for fines, and the Bethlehem Parking 
Authority for the parking lots. 
Councilman Callahan 

“When the Parking Authority was created, who came up with the rules 
that the mayor takes care of the meters and City Council takes care of the 
fines. . . . Who made the rules and how could they possibly be changed?” 

Mayor Donchez 

“I think the answer to your question is that I really don’t know. But what 
I assume is this. The Parking Authority used to be within the Police 
department, and I think we are probably talking about 1960s or early 
1970s. It was removed, set up as an independent Board with an executive 
director hired by the Board to be less political and having all the tickets 
fixed within City Hall. And I think that the key reason was the Authority 
could take out bonds. I would think that when they established the 
Board, they came up with the trifecta, which makes no sense to me, to be 
very honest with you.” 

Councilman Callahan 

“I don’t agree with the structure. . . . I have no idea how it came up. . . . I 
don’t know if it can be changed or whatever.” 

Sounds like homework for an historian to me. 
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