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The Gadfly invites your “local color” photos and reflections of this sort 

Martha A Larkin is a lifelong learner, linguist, caffeine connoisseur, 

and country road commuter. She has found her teaching home in a 

rural community in the northwest corner of the LV that we call Tiger 

Country. She attended and graduated from Bethlehem schools (K-

M.Ed.). Bethlum is where she resides. 

 

  

Gadfly: While on my morning walk, I noticed the flag at half-mast. I took 

a moment; it always catches my eye, my thoughts, and sometimes my 

heart. I had to pause to catch my breath because I wanted to cry, no, 

scream, no . . . I don’t know. Here I am again at another flag, at a 

different high school, and in my hometown. 

https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/author/thebethlehemgadfly/
https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/category/fun-stuff/
https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/category/local-color/


 

I haven’t had a flag at my house since the last ceremonious disposal. So, I 

procured a new US flag. I was hanging it, and my neighbor asked me if it 

was some sort of protest. I responded, “No. A sign of distress. I don’t 

know the answers.” He recognized the distress signal from being in the 

Navy. He agrees, we’re in distress. He’s on his way to get a new flag too. 



 

We then spoke with another neighbor. 

For me, for this morning, maybe that was the answer, talking to my 

neighbors. 

Martha 

 


