 Gets High Honor

| .CAPT. JOHN W. HERSTINE

Merit Legion

Awarded

Dead Hero
The Leéion of Meritl has Vbee‘n

awarded -posthumously to -Captain
John W. Herstine, mfantryman who

|'was killed in action in' China_ Sep-

‘tember 17, 1944 It was accepted by

his wife, Mrs.!Sara B. Herstine, dur-
ing ceremonies in Wllmington DEL,
last evening.

Captain John -W. Herstine was the | .

son of A. Wilson Herstine, 444 Paw-
nee Street, and the husba,nvd of the
former Sara Buchanan, who resided

at 2707 North' Broom Street,” Wil- |
mington, Del. He entered the ser- |

vice three years ago and had been
overseas over a year before his death.

‘He graduated from Bethlehem: High

School in 1933 and from' Dehlgh
University in 1937. 7

. The award, one of seven posthu-
mous decorations given in ceremony
to the next of kin, was made. for
“excep’tlonally meritorious conduct
in combat from May 12, 1944, when
he .crossed the Salween River with
his reglment until September 12,
1944, when he gave his life.”.

‘The citation read: “Capt. Her-
stine not only; performed 'all ‘of his
regular duties in a superior manner
(under ‘hardships of ‘- campaign " in
monsoons over. extremely rough ter-
iritory, but -went beyond: the call of

\duty :in' gathering information for |
‘his group and in his'efforts to ren-

’der ‘assistance to the Chinese.

(i “He “accompanied his = regiment
lacross ‘the mountains in an area
where not even a trail existed.. The
‘regimental commander states that
Capt. ‘Herstine rendered invaluable
assistance . to his .unit,"and by his
-upcomplaming acceptance of dan-

'gertand hardship, inspired and won |
ithe respect of Chinese officers’ and |

'soldiers alike;) In the withdrawal
Ca

pt. Herstine and ‘his radio opera-
stayed in ‘an effort to get

thmugh requasts for air, support.”

Herstine, John W




