City announces summer recreation closings
because of you-know-what
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%‘ Latest in a series of posts on City Government %“

Press Release: Tuesday May 19, 2020 — Bethlehem Pools Will
Not Open in 2020

Bethlehem Mayor Bob Donchez announced today that Bethlehem’s five
pools will remain closed this summer. “The State provides significant
funding to support our parks and pools programs. As frustrated and
disappointed as we all are, we do need to follow Governor Wolf’s
guidelines. Currently Lehigh County and Northampton County are still
in the red phase. Even in the yellow phase, restrictions do not make it
feasible to get the pools opened up. Due to the length of the stay at home
policy, we have not been able to get many of our lifeguards certified.”
Construction on Memorial Pool, which was shut down for 6 weeks, has
restarted and will be completed this summer for opening in 2021.

In addition, Music in the Parks series and Movies in the Parks will be
cancelled this summer and Sand Island courts will remain closed. The
skateplaza, dog park, basketball courts, pavilion rentals, Charles Brown
Ice House, and Illick’s Mill, will remain closed until further notice.
Although the neighborhood parks are open, they will not be staffed this
summer. The Mayor encourages residents not to use the playground
equipment. Tennis courts and walking trails will remain open, as they do
allow for proper social distancing and do not involve physical contact.
Guidelines are posted at the tennis courts.

As always, please monitor the City’s website at http://www.bethlehem-
pa.gov and social media for additional information on City facilities,
public meetings and updates on COVID-19
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