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Gadfly: 
 
It’s great to see the likes of Jonah Goldberg feeling threatened enough by the 
GND that they have to come out and try to stifle its momentum. Note that his 
comments do not at any point acknowledge the seriousness of the climate 
change problem and the importance of a radical reduction in emissions over 
the next decade. The GND may be an aspirational document, but there is real 
thinking behind it and real policy wonks starting to figure out what 
implementing it would entail. I find it outrageous that free marketers at the 
American Enterprise Institute never acknowledge their own pie-in-the sky 
fantasy that markets can solve environmental problems. They are the ones 
who are living in a fantasy world. Yes, government can always do better, and 
there are some social problems that markets can be left to fix. But climate 
change is not one of them. Conservatives in this country seem to be the only 
significant political group in all of the industrialized-democratic world who 
still think such problems can be solved without significant government 
intervention. There are no solutions in Goldberg’s article, no 
acknowledgement of the significance of the problem, and no references to 
support any of his claims. It’s no wonder 60 reps in the house have already 
jumped on board with AOC’s fantasy. 
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