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Captain Michael F. Hochella, U. s. Army Air Corps, was late 

at carrying out a mission last evening. He was due to arrive in' 
Bethlehem, after 18 months of active service in the Pacific theater 
of war, at 6:09 last night. Wartime traffic slowed up his train and 
the depot call board shows him tardy for the first time since he got 
Into service. But what's ten minutes—he's home and here is being 
greeted by his father on his arrival. 

Hochella With 45 Missions 
To His Credit, Home On Leave 
After 14 Months In PaciWt ^ 

'It's great to be home,"-was about 
the only thing Captain Michael P. 
Hochella, United States Army Air 
Forces, said following his arrival 
home last evening after spending-
14 months in the Southwest Paci-
fic, with General E. C. Whitehead's 
5th AAF, in New Guinea. 
, Captain Hoqhella was a pilot of 

a B-25 medium bomber, and par-
ticipated in over 45 missions. He 
is the holder of the- Distinguished 
Plying Cross, with a bronze oak leaf 
cluster; the Air Medal, and the 
Purple Heart and cluster, for wounds 
received in action. 

In March of this year, Captain 
Hochella's plane was shot down in 
the Pacific area, and after spending 
two days in enemy territory with 
four other Air Corps men, they were 
rescued by a naval P T boat. The five 
flyers were then taken to a hospital 
for treatment of the wounds they 
received in their forced landing. 

On June 21 of this year, a dispatch 
; from the Associated Press told of 

Lieutenant General George C. Ken-
ney, commander of the Southwest 
Pacific Air Forces, awarding the 
bronze oak leaf cluster to the DFC 
fji Captain Hochella, for leading a 

over Rabaul, New Britain. Captain 
Hochella's formation was credited 
with destroying seven enemy air-
craft on the ground and three in 
the air. 
W I T H LOCAL M A N 

While blasting the tops in Hie 
Pacific area, Captain. Hochella 
teamed up with a former Bethle-
hemite, First: Lieutenant Frank G. 
R. Lataweic, now of Philadelphia. 

Lataweic graduated from Bethle-
hem High School and was a native 
of this town. Together in the South-
west Pacific, "the two flyters made 
Bethlehem a triple threat town to 
the Japs. The boys carried Beth-
lehem made products in the bomb-
bays of their planes in the form 
of parafrag bombs, made with Beth-
lehem Steel casings, and wafted 
down on the Jàps by use of Beth-
lehem parachutes made by the 
Laros Textile Mills. 

Some tilne ago, Lieutenant Lat-
aweic was home on leave, and at 
that time spent some -time with 
Captain Hochella's father, Michael 
A. .Hochella, of 410 Grandview 
Boulevard, relating some of the ex-
periences the boys had together, 
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