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Peter Crownfield is officially retired but spends most of his time working
with students in his role as internship coordinator for the Alliance for
Sustainable Communities—Lehigh Valley.

Thanks, Kathy (see post # 6 in this series). An analysis of the costs of higher
vehicle prices and fuel use should help the city understand the importance of
this, especially the impacts on emissions. (Right now, the energy mix in the
grid has so much coal power that the actual total GHG emissions should also
be analyzed; fortunately, the coal percentage is slowly declining.)

I think infrastructure is something where government has a primary
responsibility. Where PPL is going to make money by selling more electricity,
smart management would be pushing for this now as a way to encourage that
new market. If they’re smart, many of the charging stations could include solar
collectors to generate at least some of the energy at the point of sale.

As we have pointed out for years, one step the city could take immediately to
show it is serious about reducing emissions is to educate all employees how
wasteful it is to have vehicles idling. All too often, workers, including police,
leave their vehicles idling while working or while sitting in their vehicles.
Idling for more than 60 seconds wastes fuel and boosts GHG emissions; in
cars, the breakeven is about 10 seconds. The city’s failure to take action on this
suggests that they don’t really consider climate action all that important.
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