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“Compositian is e armangamont of elemenis cne-
ating a balancad whele.. structured I sueh a way
that the farces reflac! tha meaning of the ariisic
slatement.”

Rudaiph Arnhaim, The Power af e Conter

One of the most frequently posed guestions during my
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basic: “what is the Banana Factory? The technical
reply |5 reflectsd in the organizetion’s subditta: a cormmu-
nity cultural arts cantar. But this definsSon only skims the
surfaca of the composiional rmake-up thalis the Banana
Facion:

Founded and sponsored by the Bethlaherm Musikfest
Azscciation, the Banana Factory is first, a community
focal poiri thet celebrates the visual ars, However,
within the Banana Fectaory, there are many persanalilies
at waork, variad ar forms created and exhibited, and
diverse lives imvested in its mission. The funciions
served are equally diverse; at the same tima it s 5 shu-
diy, & gallery, & performance space and a classroom.
So, the Banana Faclory is not a singulas anfity with ona
perscnality and ane funclion. The essance of the facil-
ity is capiured in the mission statement - in kinde, sup-
port and celebrate the arletic, cultural and creathe spirf
of tha Lahigh Valley.

Paramount among these varied companents is anewhich
makes tha Banana Factory such a vital and Important
part of cur dewsdoping city. It s 8 mataphor for Amhbeim's
deliniten of composition; a place where the hearts and
souls of individual elements come together to create a
whola. Dkeapits the plathora of vardations in the chanac.
tars, media and atyles of the arists wilhin, e Banana
Faciory s a unifying antiy, a lynchain that brings many
people togeiher because of art. |tis the emengance of
{ha arf from within the Banana Faciory that changed
this former banana distribution warehouse o & cone
of creafivity and imagination. And just a8 the work
produced by ihe artists of the Banans Factory has
transformed an indusirial warshouse info a visual and
parforming arts center, i iz possiple 1o also imagine
how an awaraness and underatanding of the ans can
halp forge & new identity for tha City of Bathlehem ae
a placa of cultwre and crealivity. The aris can cresta a
slace where all of the inhabilants of a community coma
fogather to achieve a balanced whale,

The works of art In the Jrd’ Banana Factory Arvels An-
nual Exhibition on view in the Binney & Smith and
Banko Community Room Ealleries ere a celebretion of
ihe differenca that mekea the Banana Factony unigue. A
variaty of media and styles - painting, drawing, sculp-
fure, phofography, nslalation, represantaticnal, abstract,
QEQFESSIONSL, Mpressionis! - reprasent tha diversity of
ihe Banana Factory artists and the creative cholces
rrisce by ach one, ARhough each arist works individiu-
ally, ther cantribution to the whole is reflectad in the arlis-
{ic statemeant thal speaks aboul the Banana Faciory,
Ths gxhibil is grealer than the sum of its parts, for all the
piaces are elements of the whole and comprisa the
strength that holds a communily together in a world
where divergence |5 [od easy a choios,

Diane LaBaile
Director, Banana Faclary
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194949 Gallery Season
Willfam Persa
January & - February 20

Chuck fovio
January & - February 20

The Figure
February 26 - April 10
Curator: Ricardo Viers

Contemporary Trends in Prinfmarking
April 16 - May 29
Curator: Curlee Raven Holton

Arts & Indusiry

June 4 - July 17

Curators: Linda Heberling, Ricardo Viera and
Allison Mackenzie

Yourmg Artisis

June 4 - July 17

Curators: Francine Citak and the
EBanane Factary Gallery Committes

United Agaln
Madazda Preulovic, Arist-in-Residence
August 15 - September 18

Lehigh Art Alliance 64" Annual Juried Exhibifion

Septembar 10 - Qetobear 16

dyths For Our Time
Richard Redd
Oectober 22 = Movember 20

Dreamhouse 315
Angel Suarez-Rosado, Arist-in-Residence
Oclober 25 - November 20

Banana Faclory Arlists Annusl Exfibilion
MNovember 26 - January 8, 2000

Farty Tima
Farade Magazine Traveling Exhibition

Movember 26 - January 8, 2000

2000 Gallery Season

Ahsfraction
January 14 - February 26
Curatar: Bemisford Boolhe

Lucian Niemeyer
March 3 - April 15

Dietmar Herzog, Artist-in-Residence
March 31 - April 30

Yourg Arlists 2000
April 21 - May 27
Curatars: Sue Berkenstock & Lais Haofschild

Local Colar
June 2 - July 15
Curator: TBA

Paridand Art League Exhibilion
July 21 - September 2

Small Works
Saplamber 8 - Cclober 21
Curator: TBA

Valera Constanting
September 8 - Oclober 21

Lehigh Art Alliance Juried Exhibition
October 27 - December 9

Banana Factory Artists Annual Exhibition
December 15 - January 21, 2001

With thanks to our sponsor:

Mafestic Wines &
Spirits US4, LL.C.



