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Pair Reunited Three D,y;l.?‘ffter
Boat Is Sunk—~Careers lire
“ Jlong ..Parallek.
: —_— o
——zecmosato today a community pays
tribute - to -c’hrisytaphar . Columbus,
But atop of the Columbus Day acti-
' vities residents of “the borough join
& grand old-couple, Mr. and Mrs,
Ralph Romano, in giving thanks
‘~over the safety of their two grand
sons, Privates Ralph and Willlam
Romano, two Marines aboard the
* earritr Yorktown. when she was
© sunk by Japs on June 4. . |
In" Bethlehem, too, there is re-
¢ Jolcing by a number of aunts and
"uneles who are arranging ‘for a
‘home-coming “party on Saturday
evening at the home of Mr. and Mrs,
Dominic Romano, 1434 . Center
Street.” Present .too, will. be the
grandparents and the parents of
the boys, Mr, and Mrs,. Nicholas
Romano, formerly of Rosseto, -but
now residing - in Philadelphia.
- Incidentally it takes a lot to sep-
arate the Romano boys. Dive bomb-
- ers and torpedo planes had to sink
the Yorktown carrier to do. it hut
they were apart only three days.
- Ralph, who is 21, afrived in Phi-
ladelphia on Friday and on Satur-
day, Willlam, 20, arrived at the
home of his parents, On'Sunday
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic 'Romano, of
this city, were in Philadelphia to
greet their nephews ahd make ar-
rangements for the party here Sat-
urday. . - L
. _ The story of, the two Romano
- boys'is one of adventure, Separated ]
~in age by only a year their lives
run : parallel, Thellgflve ‘always--done
" things -together. They went to' the
- same schools;: played football: to-
gether and thén, when their parents
.moved to Philadelphia, got jobs as
! shipping ‘clerks' for the: Pennsyl-
vania  Railroad, - their father is an
engineman for ‘the same road. :
. _“The brothers enlisted “the- Marine:
i Corps. February 8, 1940, and hunked
{ together at the Navy yard until
! Ralph was sent to Norfolk for train-
ing. He was there six weeks and then’
went aboard .the .Yorktown—and
. there wag, Billl . - .
. Ralph Sunday -spoke of action at
. Midway and’ ‘other places” but of
the Yorktown fight he said: -
¢ “It was terrific, but it was our|
- show. The ‘old Yorktown was the
finest boat a afloat. It was a-crying
shame she went .down, and when
another is built you can.bet we’ll be
“aboard. | . .
“But about 'that action June 4.
‘Those -dive bombers, plenty of them,-
© came _down to get us. Let-me tell
. you I was plenty scared but we
: kept throwing everything we had at
' them, What a show! = - i
. . “By two o'¢lock in the afternoon
they -had us slowed down to 15
. knets and then in came the torpede
' planes. They let fly and let me tell]
. you .that when you get hit by
- torpedoes its something, -
© _ “Orders eame to abanden ship.
+ I saw,Bill go over and then drop-
; ped ever myself. It was a forty-foot
- Jump .and no fun. I grabbed.an
. empty crate and Bill on a float,
: That ‘was the last I saw of him.
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