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 The latest in a series of posts on the Southside  

Such good news! (Reminds Gadfly to wonder what’s happening lately on 

the Banana Factory renovation front.) The Morning Call online article 

linked below has a great image gallery at which you should look. 

———— 

selections from Ryan Kneller, “First four vendors, including a brewery 

and Mexican eatery, announced for Bethlehem’s Riverport Public 

Market.” Morning Call, January 19, 2021. 

The first four vendors of a highly anticipated public market on 

Bethlehem’s South Side have been announced, and they are likely to 

make your mouth water. 

A start-up brewery, a local winery, a Mexican restaurant and a micro 

creamery have signed on to occupy the Riverport Public Market. The 

center is set to open later this year at the site of the former Starters 

Riverport restaurant at 17 W. Second St., the market and principals of 
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Ashley Development Corporation announced in a Tuesday news release.

 

“Before the pandemic, experiential concepts were among the strongest 

performers in both the retail and [food and beverage] world,” Natalia 

Stezenko, the market’s design and project manager, said in the release. 

“The pandemic has put those concepts on hold, and many experiential 

players that were thriving will simply not make it through the crisis 

without help. But, we see the public market model as the vehicle which 

can lead a resurgence of the experiential retail and F&B economy.” 

In terms of a tentative opening date, the development team is “optimistic 

for November,” Stezenko added. 

The forthcoming market’s vendors include: 

Soaked Winery: Soaked Winery aims to create an environment “where 

everyone is welcome and where the stuffy heirs of wine snobbery fall by 

the wayside.” 

Jealous Star Brewing Co.: Jealous Star Brewing Co. is the brainchild 

of restaurateur Ramiro Bravo, brewer Brendon Velasquez and Tim Kiss. 

The brewery, whose name is derived from Norse mythology, will focus 

attention on hand-picking ingredients catering to each style of beer. 



TYT Lite: TYT Lite will be a new fast-casual Mexican concept from 

Ramiro Bravo, owner of Tacos Y Tequila in downtown Allentown and 

Palmer Township. TYT Lite will have street tacos, burritos, burrito 

bowls, quesadillas and nachos on the menu for your on-the-go authentic 

Mexican cuisine fix. 

Batch Microcreamery: Established in 2019, Batch will open a third 

location at the upcoming Riverport Market in Bethlehem. The micro 

creamery, which also has locations at the Downtown Allentown Market 

and newly opened Trolley Barn Public Market in Quakertown, offers 

super premium, hand-crafted ice cream that is made on-site. 

Riverport Public Market, occupying a two-story, 24,000-square-foot 

space, will feature 24 food and beverage vendors and create “a vibrant 

new place to celebrate local food and craft culture,” according to the 

release. 

In addition to showcasing unique, freshly made food and other high-

quality selections from artisans, the market will host a variety of cooking 

classes and events featuring instructors ranging from in-house vendors 

and local chefs to nationally known cookbook authors in a 

demonstration kitchen. 
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