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Peter Crownfield is officially retired but spends most of his time 

working with students in his role as internship coordinator for the 

Alliance for Sustainable Communities–Lehigh Valley. 

Great to have this group [Bethlehem Residents for Responsible 

Development] speaking out! 

One thing about off-campus student housing is that it tends to promote 

gentrification—despite its generally poor quality and high rents. This is 

exacerbated by new high-end rentals (such as the new SouthSide 

Commons) which also drive rents in the community. 

One more factor: overpriced dormitory housing, which makes the off-

campus housing more attractive. Colleges & universities could easily 

price their on-campus housing at a price that would pull many students 

back on campus. 

Peter 

Contact for the Bethlehem Residents for Responsible Development is 

Seth Moglen: moglen@lehigh.edu. This group is open to all, not just 1st 
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Terrace area residents. The more membership, the greater the power. 

And the issue here is not limited to one neighborhood. 

 


