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Rxchard Kresge, Q. M., U. SN,
. in Coral and Midway Fights,  : :
_ om Torpedoed Vincennes. _

A Bethlehem sailor who helped ‘tofl!
take those Marines in and cover ||

‘theirla,ndingoncnmdalca.nal and
.who was .a quartermaster on. the

1T, 8. 8. Vincennessunkinthea.c-, |

‘tion, told as much .as he dared
‘gbout the ‘battle today, mow that

“the ‘Navy Department disclosed- the
:loses otvghe \lr)incennes, Astoria - and
i Quincy,” all heavy cruisers in the
‘operation. - :

Rresge,  fully recoveréd “from Al
- shrapn! ‘el ‘wound..af he: Je;a,xgdzw%,&

his tlght ‘Hours: -adrift:

wreckage and. a life-craft but<a bad |
memory. He ‘arrived: at:the home.|'
of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. ’Ra.lph :

-Kresge, 403 East - Broad Streef,. last

Wednesday butf his lips were sealed |-
against . telling any of his exper-j.
fences until :the T. 8. Nayy- an- i

{ nouncement yesterday.

,Quartermaster Second Class
Kresge, graduate -of' Idberty High ||

School In.1939 and veteran of the
Iceland Patrol, the Coral Sea and

way: battles; has a furloughsun= ||

til - Qctober 24, on. which dateihe
must- report in San Francisco:::
a3 New. a.saignment presumably to

T ‘hegin. chrdnolo cally, Quarte

.master .Kresge & ed. In the navy|,
hortly after his. graduation from |:

sh School and was with, the Vin- ||
cennes:‘the: past two,years. He was|:

on the ‘Iceland Pgtrol when the

Reuben: James -was.sunk by enemy: i

tarpedoes.

When war ‘broke out last: De-,
cember, his ‘ship moved .into. the
Pacifie and with it, he.saw - action |

in the Battles of Coral Sea’ and Mid-.
way. It“was .the Vincennes -which

the , official - Navy .photographer |

caught standing. by in the’ ictures

of the burning Ycrkbown. cra.f’c’-

_ the ocean, float

carrier. .

And, finally, 1t was: the Vincennes:
that -was asslgned ‘with.the Astoria
and Quincy -to lay down .the shell
barrage of .Japanese:land" ‘installa-
tions on, Gua alcanal to .cover the
Marines: landing - on f.ha.t Jungle
beach last. August,

Kesge a.nd his shjp “had’ ’beven
under fire and in action for two days.
'when the ;call .to general qua.rtens
i (battle-stations) .was - sounded. - at-
i 1:45 a..m. Augusts At 2 a.'m., the
vvmcennes was struck.by fouf: direqt~

| hits from a=heavy Japanese -C
| Which -started-ifiting’ at 9,000 :yards.
MoV *close ‘as' 4,000
< ‘to. - fire " point-blank: ram:
B-mch guns that have & 17rmﬂe
xra.nge.‘ e

‘The "first- shell hit the’ a.lrplane
ha.ngar, Just below Kresge’s ‘station;
! starting-a fire. that made the Vin-|.
| cenfies .an” easy -target. The death

ldeaa.ling torpedo- was fired-later. "

! ‘When - érders -came ' to. abanden

'ship, * Kres% said! he jumped’ into
oated around’ hoIding )

wreckage and finally- picked -up ﬂg

a life raft, the raft being filled ‘wi
wounded men.  He was picked up
after eight. hours 'and taken to an
island base. -He has been back in
the United States twenty days. .

.* .. Hellertown Boy Aboard - -

Aboard ‘the  Vincinnes -also was
John Folente, of Hellertown, a sea-
man first class who ‘was transferred
to a franspert.

In the Southwest ‘Pacific Kresge
also met Sergeant' Lewis Christine,
Locust Street, and Corporal Stan-
ford Brader, Ma.ple Street both of
téhis city, membe,rs of the Marine

Orps..

. Kresge, whose brother. Donald
:Kresge, is in tra.imng at Great Lakes
‘Nava Tralning S tion. sald. e
tchhiked across the 'country and
feople he talked with growl
'abou gasoline rationing. but don’t
seem fully - awa,re how serlous and
gwiul this war

Observing . that the Battle of the
Solomons is still in progress, he pre-
dicted that the Marines will hold |
what they. have won no-matter what |
the cost. because of the strategic 1m-
portance of the islands.

The battle veteran is enjoying his
furlough é)laying golf (he used to
.caddy at . con Country Club) and
eating all his favorite dishes. that
hls mother is making Ior him, -




