Columbus statue misrepresents history, over 80
sigh on
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%“ Latest in a series of posts on the Columbus monument %"
published in the Bethlehem Press, September 2, 2020
Dear Editor:

This letter written in solidarity with protests across the country calls for
removal of the Christopher Columbus monument located in the
Bethlehem Rose Garden.

The monument was installed in 1992 by the now-defunct Bethlehem
chapter of Unico, an Italian-American service
organization. It was commissioned, as stated on the

of the discovery of America.”

Columbus did not discover the Americas: he
accidentally happened upon them while searching for
a westward route to Asia. They were already
inhabited by Indigenous populations with rich and
ancient cultures.

The monument, therefore, literally espouses
misinformation to the public.

As the commission indicates, we know that, for some ¥
Italian Americans, Christopher Columbus is a revered flgure and a
symbol of belongmg We, some of us of Italian descent ourselves, call on
these members of the Italian American community to reconsider
Columbus’ status as a “hero” and join us in honoring Indigenous lives.

This monument glorifies Columbus as a hero when he is nothing of the
sort. Columbus’ legacy has been shaped by a Eurocentric education
system that has promoted false information, the erasure of Indigenous
stories, and the devaluing of Indigenous life. As primary sources from
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the period document, Columbus’ crimes against the Indigenous peoples
were horrific in every way: He raped countless women and children,
tortured entire communities, forced human beings into slavery, and
killed countless others. His actions began a genocide against the
Indigenous population of the Americas.

A monument to this person does not belong in our community.

Bethlehem prides itself on going through a cultural renaissance, but we
cannot make genuine progress in this area if we insist upon honoring as
a hero a man who committed heinous acts of violence against Indigenous
people. A city such as Bethlehem that celebrates diversity needs to lead
Pennsylvania and its sister cities in correcting an unjust spotlight.

Considering the aforementioned issues, we, the undersigned, call on the
City of Bethlehem to remove the statue during its renovations of the Rose
Garden, slated to commence at the end of this month (August 2020).
Upon receipt to the City, this letter will also be made available to the
wider public to sign in support.
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see also Allison Mickel, “Your View by Lehigh professor:
Columbus is still killing people. Take him down.” Morning
Call, July 10, 2020.
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