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Rivers,Johnny
Among First
To Give Life

Boys Club Program
Of Physical Fitnest
Carried on Here
One of tf,re flrst U. S. Marines to

grve his life for I*s oountrY w'as
Johnny ILivers, a hero of Guadal-
canal, s,nd who, prior to Jotning
ttre cornbat fortes, was &n aptive
member of the Boys CIub of 'Beth-
lehem, an organizatlon that fur-'
nished more than 500 fighting mfll
for Uncle Sam.

Shorily after this country be-
ca^me involved in wa,r, the Boys Club
adopted s physical flfuress progf,arn
and has si:rce strtctly adtrered to
that policy.

In the club's viotory program, the
puDose ls to develop proJects a,lrd,
progra.rns rrelated to national and
home defense, and to ofier 'their
facllities, stafi and membership to
aII national agencies eagaged ln de-
fense or disaster work"

Whlle the present and lomer
members were Siving thetr all on
flghting fronts throughout the
world, those on the home front, un-
der the guidance of Viucent tr.
Brugger, executive dlrector,'w€ro !,G.r
tively engaged 'ln .aiding the Goulr-

i.try's defense eflort.
Tkre clubhouse on East Fourttr

Street was for a time used as s GBS-
ual,ty s[ation. Contingerrils. @rr1-
pleted courses in flrst aid work ur:
der the supenrision of tr[r., Brugiger.
Tfie clu,b encouraged young mea to
Join the a,rued forces and aJso ttre
Unlted. Sta,t€s Marltiule Serylce.

Ttre members collected tons of
,rubber and metal scra{r, essentlal to
rthe war efiort. T,hey Dartlcipatedin and contributed to ttre canoBaigR
inaugurated by the Boys Clubs of
America to purchase a "jeep" and, ln
the natlonwide drive of the natlonal
organization for the purchase of $
"Doughnut Wagon."

fn conJunction with ttre above ao-
rtivities, the club members aided ln
tJre sale of war stamp and, bonds;
distributed CommuniW and TVar
nrnd posters; prepa.red and for-
lwarded scrap booll^s to servlcemcu,
r and ihe offcers and members of tlre
I board'of d,irectors kept 1lr toush wlth
Ithe boys on the flghting fronh.
r In rhe program of the past two
lyears, the ofrcers stressed the tm,-
iportance of physlcal fltness and thc
ilearning of hand skills, lmportapt
in rneohanized watfarei- ES *e11 as
urging the yorrttr of this oity to'fol-
low the princi,ples of demosra&y.

Durlng trhe past Stmmer, tto efu,b
imaintained a sizeable Victory Ga,r-
laen at Camp Mohlca,n" Delaware, N.
lJ;, sueceedtng ln ratstng an &ppl!!-
ctable Grqp ol vegetablet.
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