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T-SGT. K O V A l C m K 

Cementan Flier 
Rescues Pal 
: In Air Battle M 
! Technical Sergeant • '.Edward- P. ; Kovalohik,. 22, 133. South "Third J Street^ . Cementon,. is home on .{.a ; well-earned -furlough. One of nine Pennsylvanians .'attached to the. Army's crack -SthAir'Force, Koval-chik woh the Distinguished Plying Cross,:: th'e.yAî .VMedal. and 11 - Oak 

SgtrSSbvalchtic, ".She; 'soH^of 
serving.-*in -thé ; •oïàièd^tqmé^a&d has been overseas^ slhce^'July,"il9'43 • The^-young- ¿%eniení6n= f̂llBr--V- won the coveted. DFC'.for "-hérpl¿m -dis-played in ré^culng- . 'j£rozà. .almost certain death;, a' feUoW-.member of a Flying Portress crew returning : to -England after, a bombing ¡raid over enemy territory* 

-While over Prance their Port .was set afire by a volley of incendiary bylletsfrom; a German plane. .Stiff ! Sergeant Lavern Stein,. Buffalo,-^N. Y. . thè • turret gunner, ;made án attempt tojleap frota:.the .burning plane.., govalchlk, the tall gunner, seeing .'Stein's- Intentions soon.noticed that the man's parachute' had opened, caiising- the upper, section to catch in the interior of. the ship." ; When SgL Kovalchik. reached , the « distressed man, hq was' dangling in ¡midair while" the slip-stream"frpm ! the. propéllors caused his body to • continuously. . strike ' • the under-: carriage, of the plane. • ' > Kovalchik spent several harrow-ing, minutes .before hé managed to drag the: unconscious man to safety. After dragging stein to a place, of security.he himself 'was injured when struck by an . enemy bullet. Crewmates ; succeeded in putting out ; the plan» fire and the : ship crash-landed on the Tfogifeh Coast, with Its landing-gear, shattered by the attack of Nazi planes. * . Kovalchlk required hospital treat-ment along, with young Stein,-whose, both.' ïëet were frozen. • • - Shortly after*his release from.the hospital, Sgt. Kovalchlk was awarded two bronze oak «leaf clusters and the. Purple Heart.// ."•:, ~ v.: : Kovalchlk was formerly employed by the/ Durable- Pants Company. Northampton, ' and the Bèthlehem Steel Company. He attended White-hall High . School and Is a r member of the Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, .Northampton. , f ' " Two brothers are also -serving overseas! Charles with- thé AAP-ln the European theater of war for 2% years; and Matthew M J-8. Navy, in thé. South-Pacific.for -1%.years.. • 1 

• .After a 23-day furlough ' Kovai-chik will return to-Atlantic City., N- .J-. for .'further assignment. 
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