Fero Home

T SGT. K‘OVALCBIK'
Cementon Fller
Rescues "Pal
‘In Air Battle

i g ! . 2
| Technical Sergeant * Edward F.
Kovalchik, 22, 133 South Third
,Sbreec'. Cementon, is ‘home .on:a
: well-earned furlough. One of nine
Pennsylvanlm ‘atfached ‘to the
Army's crack ‘9th: Air'Force, Koval-
chik ‘won . the- Distinguished Flying
Cro&s, the:’Alr . Medal and: 11 Oa.k
Leat’ Clustem ’
sSg't.-—\.Ko chik,
and MTs. . Mai
of three:. members + of: . his:af a.mily
serving.+in -the ‘armed: forcesTand
| has ‘been overseas' since:July, ;1943
{-* The-Joung .‘Cementon:fifer: won
Ithe coveted DFC:for."heroism :dis-
,played in rescul.ng from . almost
i certain death; 'a fellow-member of ‘a
: Flying Fortress crew returning to
~England after a bombing rnid over
.enemy territory. * . o
| While ‘over France their Fort was
,Set afire by ‘a volley of incendiary
, bullets from' & German .plane. Staff
Sergea.ut hl’.gem Stein, Buﬂzlo N.
et gunner, nmade &n
a.tiempr. to,leap from:the burning
plane.. Kova.lcmlg the tail gunner,
" | seeing Stein’s intentions soon noticed
that ~ the “man’'s parachute had
opened, caiising' .the upper section
to catch-in the interior of the ship.
:When Sgt. Kovalchik “reached the
! distressed man, he was’ dangling in
' midair while the slip-stream . from
| the” propellors caused his body to
; continuously. strike ‘. the' under-
‘ carriage of the ‘plane.

. Kovalchik “spent ‘several harrow-
tng minutes before he managed to
drag the unconscious man to safety.
After ‘dragging Stein to a place. of
security, he' himself ‘was _injured
when struck by ‘an’ enemy  bullet.
Crewmntes succeeded ‘in putting
out ‘the plans fire and .the. ship
crash-landed on-the English Cout.
with landing-gear, shattered by
the attack of Nazl planes.

Kovalchik required hospital treat-
ment along with young Stein, whoae
‘nuf.h feet were frozem.

- Shortly after'his release from the
hospital, Sgt. Kovalchik was awarded
two bronze oak \leaf oluaten md

i the. Purple Heart.; '

: - Kovalchik ‘was formerly employed
by the’ Durable Pants Company.
.Northa.mpton. and the Bethlehem
I‘Stee.l Company. He attended White-
hall High' School and is a’ member
of the Church of ‘the Ble.ssed Vlrgln
Mary, Northampton. -/

* Two .brothers - are also aerving
overseas: ‘Charles with'the AAF-in
‘the European theater of war for 3%
years; and Matthew, U..S. Navy, in
the South. Pacific. for ‘1% years. -

After a“23-day ‘furlough Koval-
i will return to- Atlantic City.

N- J.," for :further assignment.




