Liberated Prisoner Descﬁbes |
Nazi Brutality; Saw'Weakened' :
Men Beaten With Rifle Butts

«T saw an American prisoner shot and killed by 86 Iﬁ@zgaggfg&
1 . ong German prisoners being moved fr(‘)l!(?llin 4 numbef
anogher, v hen American planes strafed the group tgion pmpen
! another,iw ns.” I'saw 50 Americans who-died of Stailf?aé o BaTs
%fme:rrxilce;xs 9i)ri'soners beaten with the butt eﬁld”_of rifle : 4
| failed to understand orders 1SSILeg n-nggén B0 gt brutality

lte?
: : A “were unfolded by Pfc. Walter
ounces IS | &5 Ring, 20, Baston R. D. 3, 2
Denounces Nuz gi'islgiﬁg of the Germans for
’ : three ‘months, who is presently
spending a 60=day furlough witH
his parents, Mrzand MIs. Wilmer
King. o AT
Pfe. King, following training in
this country, went overseas on ‘Ma.yf
13, 1944,-and got. his first baptism h(:
ﬁr’e at St. Lo, France. After s
unit crossed the Moselle River, he
was. struck with shrapnel, suffering
a wound of his back that necessi=
tated hospitalization for a month.
Two weeks after he returned to
duty, he was again injured. - Point=-
ing to a scar above his right eye, he
said: “If that was & fra,ctionﬂof.'an

inch cloger, I would have lost- the}
ieye.” J {
‘ yOn Dec. 30, ten days after he re- |
'turned to service, following - the
‘treatment of his second wound, he
was captured, being among a num-
'ber of Americans taken . prisoners
{ during the Von Runstedt push into
Belgium. !

After falling into enemy hands,

2 Plel Kfing tells hl'? story of one ha]ﬁ{i—
G ship after another. “We were walk-
PFC. WALTER C. KIN " led through snow up to our knees, 'a |
distance of about 50 miles, the trip
taking three days. We landed at a
building somewhere in Germany,
where we spent the following three:
weeks. : ‘

“During that time we were obliged
to repair railroads that were bomb-
ed by American planes. I had no
overcoat and it was cold. We were
later obliged to walk 100 miles to
another point in Germany, a ' halt
I ing called at what seemed to me
to be an assembly point, or a place
where prisoners were distributed.

“Again we were put to work re-
building railroad tracks and'- every
time /we finished the job, American
planes again would hit, ‘and they
called -their shots. ¥l SR

“From the latter place  called
Filistine, we were moved to a prison
camp at Limburg, where there were
several thousand prisoners,’ Ameri-
cans, French, Polish and Russians.
'The nationalities were segregated
and we were not allowed to falk to
any of them. ' ' :

“The camp took in about three
acres. Barbed  wire, electrically
vcharged.. surrounded the camp. We
were still ‘compelled to work on
railroads. Our daily menu was. a
biece of black bread for breakfast,
and an occasional. piece of butter|
About 11 a. m. we got soup, con-
taining' potato A peelings and s
sprinkling of barley, and each eve-
ning we got more of the same kind
of soup. We seldom got coffee, and
most of us would have starved had
it not been for the Red Cross, This
organization © had  supplies  in
Switzerland, but the Nazis had no
means of transportation.

“I saw hu_ndreds of trucks, planes
and tanks, ‘hut the Nazis had no
gasoline to operate them. :
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