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One day I was walking by the site and noticed a chain link fence . . . 

and then I got really scared. 

Jennie Gilrain 

ref: Bethlehem’s dolphins of the sky 

Meet Jennie Gilrain. 

And listen to her “little story” (3 mins.): 

“A little story . . . I’ve lived on the south side of Bethlehem . . . since the 

1980s . . . I love animals, and I love birds, and I love to sit on my back 

porch . . . I love birds, and so I watch them . . . and I had been noticing at 

some point these birds really high in the sky . . . and I 

couldn’t figure out what they were . . . sort of looked like barn swallows . . 

. maybe bats . . . They flew in such an amazing pattern . . . almost like 

they were playing with each other in the air . . . in pairs, in trios . . . I 

figured out finally that they were chimney swifts . . . My husband Mark 
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and I went on a walk every night one summer to figure out where they 

were roosting . . . and one day we were walking across the bridge to go to 

the north side, and we noticed this swarm of birds going into the 

Masonic Temple chimney . . . and then we started to visit the chimney 

frequently to watch them go in . . . and this summer I started inviting . . . 

groups of people to the parking lot at the Masonic 

 

Temple to witness this amazing phenomenon . . . such a beautiful sight . . 

. and even one morning convinced a friend of mine to go at dawn to 

watch them come out of the chimney, which is 

a whole other thing, very different dynamics . . . I knew the Masonic 

Temple was slated for demolition but didn’t know how soon . . . One day 

I was walking by the site and noticed a chain link fence . . . and signs of 

construction . . . and then I got really scared . . . and put it in high gear . . 

. and then good things started to happen . . . which have a lot to do with 

John and Lynn and Casey Noble.” 

to be continued . . . 
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