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Each Monday at noon between now and the May 18 election, we hope to 
have on Gadfly the voice of the mayoral candidates, each Tuesday at 
noon the City Council candidates. 

While sitting here in Gadfly headquarters waiting for the mayoral voices 
coming in an hour, Gadfly has been thinking how lucky we are to have 
“races” for both electoral positions. 

We’ve come very close to having “no contests.” 

Wouldn’t that have been something. In a town of our size. In a town of 
our — what? — stature. 

Candidate Reynolds is a young man but old in service years. If it weren’t 
for candidate Grubb, candidate Reynolds might have just walked through 
the primary, walked perhaps directly to the corner office at City Hall. 
Gadfly has heard many times that it is candidate Reynolds’ “time.” As if 
there is a line of succession. That is not the way we should be thinking. 
We need to hear candidate Reynolds as if for the first time. He must be 
made to earn our vote. And it is perhaps our even greater responsibility 
to listen to “dark horse” Grubb. He is not a casual or a faux candidate. 
His voice is enlivening our important cyclic community dialogue about 
the nature of Bethlehem. We must conscientiously seek to know what 
perspectives he has to offer. 

So the Gadfly Forum is a way to help get us beyond mailings and yard 
signs, the sound bites at “Meet the candidate” events, the inevitable 
superficiality of meet and greets, the transiency of neighborhood walk-
bys, and the potential inadequacy of past and first impressions — to 
encourage us not only to vote but to vote thoughtfully and mindfully. 

We hope you will engage the forums in active mode and in high gear. 

Gadfly seeks your questions for and responses to the candidates. 
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