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BASO
Schools

closed
for rest
of year

BY THERESA O’BRIEN
Special to the Bethlehem Press

On April 9, Governor
Tom Wolfclosed all Pa.
schools through the end
ofthe academic year.
BASD will continue to
deliver online learning,
as the district has been
doing since March 30.

In an email to school
administrators state-
wide, Secretary of
Education Pedro Rivera

outlined reliefmeasures jane Florenz adds some food items to the miniature free pantry she built and installed in her
front yard at 1040 Cumberland St. “We have to take care of each other,” says Florenz.

related to the closure:

» Teachers will not
be held to the statutory
professional evalua-
tions ofan ordinary
school year. Although
local districts are
obliged under Act 82to
complete professional
evaluations for the
2019-20 school year, the
requirementto include
performance data under
section 1123 has been
waived.

» Student teachers
will not be required to
make up the lost time
of in-classroom expe-
rience, but will be able
to complete a “compe-
tency-based alternative
to the 12-week student
teaching experience.”

* Other statutory re-
quirements for number
ofhours of instruction
are paused. (Full details
are available on the sec-
retary’s Act 13 page.)

BASD school board
President Mike Fac-
cinetto answered some
questions regarding
what the school clo-
sures will mean for
local families.

-The BASD school
board reaction to
governor’s order to
close schools statewide
through the end ofthe
year: “We fully support
the governor’s decision
and we appreciate the
leadership coming from
Harrisburg, and the
fact this decision is not
being put on individual
superintendents and
individual districts.”

-What this means
for graduations: “We’re
taking this one step at
atime. Eventhough
school is closed, we are
hoping there is a way
to figure out big events:
prom, graduation, etc.
Graduation is at Sta-
bler, so a lot ofwhat
we do will depend on
what Lehigh does. It is
our intention to have

See BASD on Page A2
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PEOPLE SAY

BY DANA GRUBB
What do you think of
Governor Wolf’s decision
to to cancel the rest of the
current school year?

“It was for the best

at this moment. We
have no idea how long
it's going to be until
this slows down. It
reduces the risk to the
students, teachers and
staff.”

Austin Hamler
Stewartsville, NJ.

PRESS PHOTO BY DANA GRUBB

Donations sought for those affected by closings

BY DANA GRUBB
Special to the Bethlehem Press

'hen Bethlehem res-
ident Jane Florenz
started constructing
a project in her home
workshop last December, she
envisioned it being a little free li-
brary that would offer books for
anyone who wanted one. When
she finished it two weeks ago,
however, she realized that she
needed to shift gears with the
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BY LANI GOINS
Special to the Bethlehem Press

illy Cyr is the CEO

of Freshpet. The
mX X company’s corpo-
rate office is located at
176 N. Commerce Way
in Bethlehem. Freshpet
produces all natural,
preservative- and addi-
tive-free foods for dogs
and cats, as well as dog
treats.

How they are doing
during the shutdown/
isolation period: “Fresh-

et is an essential

usiness; we are still op-
erating at full capacity.
With more people stay-
ing home, we have seen
a surge in demand,” Cyr
said.

Freshpet has not
needed to lay offany of
its 411 employees, and,
in fact, they are current-
ly hiring. Cyrsays the
company is “doing ev-
erything possible to en-
sure our employees are
in a safe environment.”
The company has a
second kitchen under
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Keeping the Valley connected
while we're apart.

coronavirus pandemic advanc-
ing and the fallout from it affect-
ing many Bethlehem residents’
employment, so she put it to bet-
ter use. It’s now a miniature food
pantry, and shehas-installed it
in the front yard ofher home at
1040 Cumberland St.
‘There are two kinds of

Florenz hopes people will
bring donations to her home
at 1040 Cumberland St., which
she will place in the pantry.
“They should check the expira-
tion dates,” she says, “and can
place them on the red Adiron-
dack chair on my front porch.”

) saw it coming for
Florenz says she’ll take it from g

people,” Florenz says, “those of  there. sure."

us who are okay and those who “It’s very important thatwe ~ 10om Oravec

have had the rug pulled out from all work on this together,” she ~ Bethlehem

underneath themselves.” added. PEOPLE SAY
Continues on A2
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PRESS PHOTOS COURTESY FRESHPET
Stephanie Behrends, Freshpet human re-
sources assistant, holds a gift certificate with

et employee Richard Picone.
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construction in LVIP
#4. Once that kitchen is
operating, Freshpet will
have 500 employees.
Freshpet is also using
an innovative approach
to supporting its em-
ployees by keeping
them fed, which also
benefits several area
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restaurants at the same INDEX

time. The initiative
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Adobo Latin Kitchen in
Palmer Township; 7th
Street Rotisserie Chick-
en in Allentown; Ecco
Domani in Coopers-
burg; Dolce Mamma
Italian Bar and Grille
in Hanover Township,
Northampton County;
and Cactus Blue in
Bethlehem.

See CARDS on Page A2
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FECH ESAY

BY DANA GRUBB

What do you think of the Gov. Wolf’s decision to to cancel
the rest of the current school year?

t“Ithink it’s safe, it's
smart, and the health
of the children is
important. So I fully
agree with it.”

Josh Benson
Chalfont

“It caught us by
surprise because

we thought the kids
would have their last
month to be able to
say goodbye and have
graduation.”

Yesenia Serrano
Bethlehem

Continued from page Al

Cyr said the program
started because “we
wanted to thank and
recognize our employ-
ees.” Freshpet also
wanted to find a way
to help others during
the shutdown/isolation
period. The company
chose family-owned
restaurants, and is
hoping to inspire other
business to follow its
lead. Freshpet selected
locally-owned restau-
rants, in the neighbor-
hoods of its employees,
using employee address
lists, and asking em-
ployees to name their
favorite restaurants.
With the shutdown now
extended indefinitely,
the company is open to
"new suggestions from
employees.

“The current crisis
has disrupted many
of our team members
families, not to mention
the communities where

“Ithink it’s the right
thing to do. Health is
the #1 priority right
now. We have the
technology for the kids
to finish the school
year at home.”
Graham Varn

Easton

“l agree With it. 1think
he’s just trying to keep
everyone safe. Ifeel
sorry for the seniors
who will miss having
something special

at the end of the

year, | hope they’ll do
something special for
their graduation.”

Lori Mergel
Bethlehém

Billy Cyr, Freshpet
CEO, says the gift card
program got started
because “we wanted
to thank and recognize
our employees.”

effort will make whatev-
er challenges we’re all
facing a bit easier.”
Cyr says Freshpet is
committed to continue
the program as long
as restaurant dining
rooms are closed.
Freshpet’s products
are available in many
retail stores, and are
also available for Ship-

we live and work,” Cyr
said, “We hope that this

BYREOAEDANDGAE

When you buy products made from
recycled materials, recycling keeps working.
To findout more, call 1-800-CALL-EDF.
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Learns

Going the distance

PBS39

BY SARIT LASCHINSKY
Special to The Press

To provide homebound stu-
dents with regular, continuing
instruction in these uncertain
times, PBS39 recently launched
Lehigh Valley Learns a week-
day, over-the-air, distance learn-
ing program.

Speaking with The Press by
phone, Victoria Scialfa, public
relations and marketing man-
ager for Lehigh Valley Public
Media, PBS39’s parent organiza-
tion, said Lehigh Valley Learns
was created in response to Gov.
Tom Wolfs recent order to close
schools statewide until at least
April 6 to stem the spread of the
COVID-19 coronavirus.

Lehigh Valley Learns was
developed in a week’s time as a

artnership between PBS39 and
ocal districts, including the Al-
lentown and Bethlehem Area
school districts.

“We have an education depart-
ment in-house at PBS39 of folks
that are qualified in the educa-
tion realm to be delivering cur-
riculum and they worked hand in
hand with the school districts,”
Scialfa said.

“They pieced together a cus-
tom-made program.

“This isnt just repurposed
content; it’s very specific to
the week-by-week lesson plans
that teachers already had estab-
lished.”

The weekday broadcasts are
designed specifically for kinder-
garten through fifth grade stu-
dents and consist of a variety
of PBS programs — including
“Curious George,” “History De-
tectives,” “Nova” and “Arthur,”
among others.

This curriculum will educate
students in mathematics, social
studies, English Language Arts,
and science, as well as “import-
ant foundational early-learn-
ing skills like literacy and so-
cial-emotional development.”

Scialfa said Lehigh Valley,
Learns is unique because of the
work done by the station and dis-
tricts to ensure the programming
mirrors the content being taught
in schools.

“Our content is custom-made
through our education team and
our local educators, and we took
very specific care to make sure
the curriculum aligned with
what students were going to be
learning in the classroom had
this never happened,” she said.
“It is a really detailed curricu-
lum.”

To ensure that Lehigh Valley

BASD

Continued from page Al

graduation. It may be
delayed.”

-Concerns regarding
schools in corrective
action, like Broughal
MS: “My assumption
would be that this
spring semester will

9 %

launches

be treated almost as a
do-over —that [schools

K-5

"Our content is
custom-made
through our

education team
and our local

educators, and
we took very
specific care to
make sure the
curriculum aligned
with what students
were going to be
learning in the
classroom had this
never happened,”

she said. "It is a

really detailed

curriculum."
Victoria Scialfa

PBS39

Learns’ broadcasts are appropri-
ate for students’ continued edu-
cation, Scialfa said the scheduled
programming is a “marriage” be-
tween PBS content and the Penn-
sylvania educational standards
and national Common Core stan-
dards, which traditionally guide
and dictate school districts’ cur-
ricula.

“They’re still going to contin-
ue their schooling as &they were
in that classroom; that curricu-
lum is not changing,” she said.
“We kind of cherry-pick some
ofiour shows which relate to the
curriculum and then we design
the assignments around it.”

Additionally, Scialfa said
via email, the PBS team was in
conversations with district and
statewide educators for students
to earn classroom credit for dis-
tance learning done through
Lehigh Valley Learns, and that
more information would follow
as the program continues to he
developed.

“There’s a statistic that 40 per-
cent of households in Allentown
do not have access to the Inter-
net,” she said, “and that’s a really
big barrier when we talk about

can follow through on
its planned course ofac-

learning program

teachers saying just gohome and
get on the Internet’ ... not every-
one can really do that.

“We are delivering a curricu-
lum to students in the greater Le-
high Valley that does not require
internet access.”

Scialfa said Lehigh Valley
Learns’ educational goals also
complement an ongoing initia-
tive supported by PBS39 called
Lehigh Valley Reads, which aims
to increase the literacy rate ofall
students in the region by 2025.

“Lehigh Valley Learns is very
ifnportant because the coronavi-
rus outbreak could stunt the lit-
eracy rate,” she said.

“We don't want that to happen,
and that’s why we’re making
sure that kids have the correct
and strong curriculum to con-
tinue with them throughout this
remote learning process so that
the literacy rate does not drop in
elementary age children.”

Scialfa said the station is pre-
pared to offer the Lehigh Valley
Learns distance learning pro-
gram for as long as schools re-
main closed, adding that further
development on the program
will continue after its March 30
launch to ensure that students
will receive proficient education-
al programming.

“That’s really important,” she
said. “This is really where the
power Ofpublic broadcast comes
to the rescue.”

Lehigh Valley Learns kin-
dergarten through second grade
programming will be shown on
PBS39, No. 39.1 by antenna (Also
available on Blue Ridge No. 12,
Service Electric No. 512/12, RCN
No. 1008/8, FiOS No. 539, Dish No.
8168/39, and DirecTV No. 39).

+7:.30-10a.m. kindergarten;

*10a.m.-12:30 p.m. first grade;

*12:30-3 p.m. second grade.

Third through fifth grade pro-
grams will be broadcast on PBS39
Extra, No. 35.1 by antenna (Also
available on Blue Ridge No. 124,
Service Electric No. 53, RCN No.
38, Comcast No. 1035, FiOS No. 35
and DirecTV No. 35)

9:30a.m.-noon third grade;

*Noon to 2:30 p.m. fourth
grade;

2:30-5 p.m. fifth grade.

All programs can also be
streamed live online from the Le-
high Valley Learns webpage.

Additional information about
Lehigh Valley Learns’ broadcast
schedules and other remote edu-
cational programs can be found
on PBS39s Distance Learning
website at wilvt.org/education/
distance-learning.

Association (PSBA) to
get relief. The state or-

in corrective action]
would not be held to the
three-year [Comprehen-
sive School Improve-
ment] timeline that

was initially put out.

tion], because it’s going
to be really challenging
to come back in the fall
and pick up where they
left off. I would hope
that we would not be pe-
nalized, but if we were,

ganizations would fight
for the students and the
teachers on that, just as
they’ve worked to get
other relief measures
passed over the past
month.”

Hopefully, the financial
support will be extend-
ed [sothat Broughal
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COMMUNITY UPDATE

BETHLEHEM

DIGITAL EVENTS: Banana Factory digital exhibition: www.
bananafactory.org/evenV9797/peter-keady-smokeeaters/-d
Chaplain for Palmer Municipal Fire Department and photographer
Peter Keady’s exhibit “SmokeEaters” through April 26. Banko Fami-
ly Room Gallery, Banana Factory.

Bethlehem Area Public Library: Visit www.bapl.org/events/cat-
egorles/virtual-events/. Buildings currently closed. Visit www.bapl.
org (main) or www.bapl.org/ssmain.htm (south side) for online
books, activities, etc. Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites
digital programming: visit https://historicbethlehem.org.

National Museum of Industrial History virtual museum on line:
http://nmih.org. “Art of Precision: The Engineered Sculpture of
Christopher Bathgate”.

YMCA: Announces the launch of Virtual Preschool Program-
ming, a library of learning and activity videos for kids 3-to-5
years old, with an expanding collection. They've also compiled an
extended list of Preschool content from other Y’s throughout the
country on the Home Activities Resource Page.

Additionally, yourY is still doing Its best to meet increased
community needs despite dwindling resources. Over the past few
weeks, we have:

mdded two new free youth supper meal sites

mContinued operating the Here for You Program, providing child
care options for emergency responders and medical personnel.
Program slots are still available - please find more information
and registration paperwork on the website.

mContinued operation of the Bethlehem Affordable Housing
Program.

eContinued supporting the homeless neighbors by offering
shower facilities and grab-and-go meals twice weekly, as well as
providing a hygiene station behind the Allentown Branch. They've
also shared resources with other local partners, and continue con-
versations on ways to support more local efforts. Finally, they will
re-open our Allentown Warming Station any evening between now
and April 30 when the weather is forecast below 32 degrees.

Keep checking social media' and website for up-to-date infor-
mation. During these difficult times, they're proud to be part of the
community which is always stronger together.

. LEHIGH COUNTY

BOGUS PHONE CALLS: It has come to the county’s attention
that the main phone line (610) 782-3001 for the Lehigh County
Executive Office has been spoofed by an outside source make
fictious calls to residents. Be advised the phone line itself has
not been hacked, but an outside source is impersonating their
phone calls under that number. This is known as spoofing. Those
who have received a call or message from 610-782-3001, should
ignore the call and not give out any personal information. Rest
assured; it is still safe to call Into the main office number. However,
please do not accept any phone calls from the line at this time.
They are working diligently to resolve this issue.

CEDARBROOK: Last month Cedarbrook suspended regular
group activities, discontinued visitation, worked feverishly to build
up supplies inventories as much as possible during these unprece-
dented times, built a COVID-19 isolation ward, and initiated staff
screening protocols.

Similar to many other healthcare facilities around the Valley
and around the state, COVID-19 has touched the staff and resi-
dent populations at Cedarbrook. Cedarbrook continues to follow
PA Department of Health (DOH) - Epidemiology’s guidance in
any situations that affect staff and residents. DOH remarked that
we are all working together for the long haul and expect to see
additional cases in healthcare facilities. While there is no apparent
indication at this point on the 4/7/2020 morning clinical report
of widespread outbreak at Cedarbrook, last week they decided
to take the extreme step of fully isolating each of the 15 units of
Cedarbrook.

OFFICE ON AGING: Lehigh County, PA- As of Monday, April 6,
Lehigh County’s Office of Aging and Adult Services Is offering a
new option for elderly individuals struggling with ,isolation and , ,,
Loneliness duringCOVID-19 crisis. On a weekly.basls, those look-,
-ing .tO/haye, a caseworker contact them fobcheck-jins #ncj.guigapijp
can sign up to do so. Itshould be noted'this ishot a hotline
service, but instead a weekly phone call made from a case-work-
er. This friendly phone call program will provide social support
consultations, but also provide resources as well. The caseworker
calling in will be consistent throughout the weeks, maintaining a
steady relationship with the individual, along with understanding
their current situation. Ifyou or a loved one is looking to be added
to the list of contacts, please contact Lehigh County’s Department
of Aging office at 610-782-3034.

WARMLINE: The Lehigh County Warmline is A resource available
to those who are experiencing loneliness, isolation, stress and anx-
iety. The Warmline accepts calls between 6 a.m. and 2 a.m. seven

' days a week. Call 610-820-8451 to reach Warmline.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY: Lehigh County District Attorney Jim Martin
announced in light of federal, state and local restrictions due to
COVID-19, the office remains equipped to handle any requests
from law enforcement for assistance, as well as respond to any
emergencies.

All sworn officers, i.e., county detectives, are working as usual.
The district attorney’s office will also continue operations, but as of
March 19 with a reduced staff that includes one-third of assistant
district attorneys on-site daily as well as two-thirds of assistant
district attorneys working remotely. This ratio also applies to the
office’s administrative staff.

The district attorney’s office will cover any emergency matters
before the court.

PPL CENTER: Lehigh Valley Phantoms owners Jim and Rob
Brooks are offering the PPL Center in downtown Allentown for use
by Lehigh Valley Health Network (LVHN) as a possible surge facility
to care for patients, if necessary, during the COVID719 pandemic.
The Brooks said the arena is available, as it currently Is not hosting
events because of the directive last month from Governor Tom Wolf
that nonessential businesses should close and that communities

/across the state should social distance and stay at home due to
the coronavirus outbreak.

INORTHAMPTON COUNTY
COUNTY COUNCIL: Starting April 16 at 6:30 p.m., Northampton
County Council will conduct its meetings by Skype.The meetings
will continue to be livestreamed at Northampton County’s Youtube
channel. The public may participate in these meetings by phoning
;610-829-6605, and then entering Conference ID No. 2055694.
The public is able to participate in these meetings by sending
questions or comments to the Council Clerk, Linda Zembo, at
}LZembo@northamptoncounty.org.You will be able to review the
agenda for each meeting on council’'s webpage. Skype will show
mCouncil members when they are speaking. Northampton County
¢Council last met March 19.
COUNTY EXECUTIVE: You can reach him online at the Northampton
| County web page under County Executive. His office has issued
*numerous statements, sometimes several in one day, as the Coun-
<ty deals with the pandemic.
/COUNTY COURTS: Currently operating under a judicial emergency
sin which all courts, Including Magisterial District Judges, are closed
|to the public except for “essential” judicial functions like the
protection of victims of domestic violence. Courthouse personnel
are still working, though some are doing so remotely for social dis-
tancing reasons. Those with judicial emergencies can call ahead to
Court Administration at 610-829-6700.
COUNTYTAXES: You can pay online, and the two per cent discount
period has been extended from March 31 until May 31. The base
rate applies from June 1 to Aug. 31,2020. After that, there’s a
10 percent penalty. Dog licenses and fishing licenses may be still
be obtained online. (Statewide Opening Day of trout season was
scheduled to open April 18, but the Fish and Boat Commission

See UPDATE on Page A4
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State stockpiles for expected surge

BY NATE JASTRZEMSKI
njastrzemski@tnonline.com ..

With the nation’s en-
tire healthcare system
reorganizing to meet the
coronavirus and expect-
ed surge in high-need
patients, state officials
are trying to stay a step
aheadyof demand. This
means stockpiling and
ordering personal pro-
tective eﬂuipment, tests
and ventilators, but also
passing forward-think-
ing legislation.

Governor Tom Wolf
has created a Hospital
Emergency Loan Pro-
gram to support health-
care centers suffering
financial loss. The $450
million program allows
for low-interest loans for
facilities and networks
that are eliminating
elective surgeries, pre-
ventive medicine and

other non-urgent care
while shifting resources
to combat the virus.
“This means .that
many hospitals have
had a significant decline
in income. We cannot al-
low any of our hospitals
to become bankrupt,”
Wolf said in his daily
video briefing Friday.
“When the pandemic
ends we're going to need
our hospitals to care for
our regular needs, like
heart attacks and bro-
ken bones. The Hospital
Emergency Loan Pro-
ram will allow us to ful-
y mobilize our health
system right now so we
can provide better care
for every single Penn-
sylvanian who becomes
sick with the 2019 nov-
el coronavirus. It will
allow us to continue to
care for all hospital pa-
tients and we can keep

our front-line medical
staff safer and healthi-
er.”

Meanwhile, state
Health Secretary Rachel
Levine said the search
continues for addition-
al resources from the
federal government and
other sources across the
country. “We continue
to supply our hospitals,

long-term care living
facilities, emergency
management  Services

and county emergen-
cy and health agencies
with personal protéc-
tive equipment. As of
[Friday] we have sup-
plied 1.8 million masks,
136.000 hospital gowns,
912.000 procedure or
hospital masks, 730,000
pairs ofé;loves, 990 gog-
gles and 147,000 face
shields.

“We knw that more
will be needed from

our healthcare system,
which has done so much
already, and we thank
them.”

The recent high in-
crease in deaths, Levine
said, is due to people
succumbinc}; after days
or weeks of fighting the
virus.

As of Monday, the
statewide totals are:
24,199 total confirmed
infected; and 524 deaths.

Lehigh County has
1,747 infected and 19
deaths, and Northamp-
ton County has 1,130
infected and 23 deaths.
The city of Bethlehem
has 222 infected, 29 hos-
pitalized and one death.-

As always, Wolf and
Levine remind the pub-
lic to stay safe and stay
home, and if it’s neces-
sary to go out, wear a
mask.

Pandemic impacts how the
living mourn the dead

BY ED COURRIER
Special to the Bethlehem Press

Thecurrent COVID-19
pandemic has made say-
ing farewell to lost loved
ones and friends even
more heart-wrenching.
Although “Death Care
Services” are consid-
ered “essential” and are
permitted by Gov. Tom
Wolfs order to “contin-
ue physical operations,”
large gatherings of any
kind are forbidden.

The Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health has
mandated funeral di-
rectors to, “delay these
events or limit these
events to 10 people or
less.” These directives
align with what’s recom-
mended by Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), National
Funeral Directors As-
sociation (NFDA); and
Pennsylvaniau Funeral
Directorsin Association
(PFDA).

The commonwealth’s
health department also
advises directors to “en-
courage families to re-
strict burial services to
only immediate family
members and to refrain
from physical interac-
tions at these events.”
The directive also states,
“Encourage families to
hold memorial services
to celebrate their loved
one after social distanc-
ing restrictions are lift-
ed.”

A cautionary tale of
what could happen with-
out such guidelines can
be found Iin Albany, Ga.
CNN recently reported
a late February funer-
al and another held in
early March turned the
community into a coro-
navirus hot spot.

Lehigh Valley-based
funeral homes are
adapting to this new re-
ality while still working

to maintain a balance
between comforting
and protecting their cli-
ents, aiswell as shielding
staff from the COVID-19
threat.

“Funeral services are
being limited to no more
than 10 people in atten-
dance. This includes
clergy and funeral home
staff,” said Vice Presi-
dent Michael Kulik of
Bachman, Kulik ,& Re-
insmith Funeral Homes
Wwhich has two facili-
ties, one in Emmaus and
a second in Allentown.

“We have spread out
our chairs in our view-
ing parlors in order to
accommodate six feet of
social distancing, as we
really dont want to take
any chances. Weare also
following similar pre-
cautions with our staff
so that we can remain
healthy and not spread
the virus to our fami-
lies at home, in addition

.memorial
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to the familiesfithat we
serve,” Kulik added.

As of March 30, the
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of State has tem-
porarily waived the rule
for funeral service prac-
titioners to bury recent-
ly departed individuals
within 10 days. Direc-
tors are still encouraged
to do so, but will be
granted an extension of
up to 30 days', where ap-
propriate.

“Most families have
opted for the private
graveside service and
we have had no requests
so far, for an extension,”
said Kulik.

Funeral Director Aar-
on Schisler said that
services fol-
lowing the PFDA guide-
lines are available at the
Schisler Funeral Home
in Northampton, as well
as their three other lo-
cations, including the
Bartholomew-Schisler
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SAVE $100’

Funeral Home in Naza-
reth, Campton Funeral
Home in Palmerton, and
Miller Funeral Home in
Lehighton.

“Ifthe families choose
atraditional burial now,
with the traditional for-
mat, they realize they
are keeping that to a
maximum of 10 people,”
Schisler said. “There is
still the potential for a
more involved celebra-
tion of life event down
the road, once these re-
strictions are released.

“That wiU be diffi-
cult for these families
to have to revisit these
emotions again,” Schis-
ler reflected.

The Cantelmi Long
Funeral Home in Beth-
lehem is still offering
small private graveside
and indoor memorials
while practicing social
distancing. According
to funeral director Brit-

See HOW on Page A4
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opened it April 7, with no advance notice to the public.)

LOAN RELIEF: Northampton OOunty has established a $250,000
emergency relief loan program for small businesses, with a
maximum $15,000 loan payable over 12 months with no interest.
Contact Community and Economic Development for details at
(610) 829-6306.

COUNTY COURTHOUSE: Remains closed to the public until at least
April 30.

HUMAN SERVICES: Accepting donations of tents, sleeping bags
and non-perishable food to assist the homeless. Donations may
be dropped off at the Human Services Building, located at 2801
Emrick Blvd, Bethlehem, Pa. 18020.

RECORDER OF DEEDS: Though the courthouse .is closed to the
public, documents can still be e-recorded.

CIVIL DIVISION: Because the courthouse is closed to the public,
the civil division is unable to process passport applications. More-
over, the office has no e-filing capability

ELECTIONS: Though the Elections Office is closed to the public,
you can still register to vote, change your registration or request a
mail-in ballot at www.vptespa.com.The Presidential Primary has
been delayed from April 28 until June 2.

OTHER .COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS and BOARDS: No meetings
scheduled.

JAIL: CoVid-19 has infected three inmates. They've been quaran-
tined since they first showing symptoms, and are being treated by
PrimeCare Medical. Four staffers have also been infected. These '
include corrections officers and a PrimeCare employee.
Employees, volunteers, visitors and tours were banned at the jail
March 10. Inmates may still contact their loved ones via phone,
tablets or mail. Thirty-three nonviolent offenders have been re-
leased from the jail since March 31. As of April 8, there were 583
inmates at the jail.

GRACEDALE: Three residents have tested positive for Covid-19.
Two are in an isolation unit at the nursing home. The third is hospi-
talized. Out of the 700 employees working at Gracedale, 10 have
tested positive for the coronavirus. All are at home in self-quaran-
tine. The facility has been closed to visitors and volunteers since
March 11. Employees have temperature checked before being ad-
mitted and when they leave. Resident vital signs, including oxygen
saturation, are measured at least once a day. Tablets are provided
for residents who desire to speak with family. Exceptions to “no
visitor” policy are made for compassionate reasons. Gracedale is
accepting donations of personal protective equipment (PPE) like
surgical masks and gowns. Please contact the Gracedale Volunteer
Coordinator first at 610-829-3686 to see if your donation can be
accepted. No resident has tested positive for COVID-19.

SENIOR CENTERS: Closed pursuant to GovernorTom Wolf's direc-
tive. Referrals for Meals on Wheels will be made for seniors who
require that service.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: A shipment of Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) from PEMA and other organizations has been
received to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak. The shipment
including face shields, N-95 and surgical masks and gloves. These
items have been distributed to the twelve EMS organizations in the
county as well as to municipal police and those fire departments
which respond to EMS calls.

UNEMPLOYMENT: Workforce Lehigh Valley reports 21,453 unem-
plyment compensation claims between March 29 and April 4.
COUNTY PARKS: Closed as of April 7 until further notice.
RECYCLING EVENTS: All events scheduled through April have been
canceled.

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY FESTIVAL: Rescheduled for Oct. 10,
Louise Moore Park.

MUNICIPAL COOPERATION: County officials are working closely
with local, state and federal officials.

CORONER: As of April 11, Covid-19 has claimed 23 lives within
Northampton County. The municipalities in which they lived is

as follows: Forks Twp. (1); Lower Nazareth Twp. (2): Bangor Boro
(1); Palmer Twp. (6); Upper Nazareth Twp. (2); Williams Twp. (1);
Nazareth Boro (1); Bethlehem Twp (5); City of Bethlehem (1);
mWashingtonTwp (1); Phillipsburg, NJ (1); and Bronx, NY (1).

iTheir average age was 78.

'Genderof the Deceased: 57 percent Female/43 percent Male
Race of the Deceased: 74 percent White, 17 percent African Amer-
ican, 4 percent Asian or Pacific Islander, 4 percent Hispanic

LEHIGH VALLEY

FLAG: Front Line Appreciation Group of the Lehigh Valley is a
nonprofit group formed to support front line healthcare profes-
sionals and first responders by providing them meals during this
global crisis. In addition, FLAG is economically supporting local
restaurants impacted by the coronavirus pandemic. The program

is simple. FLAG collects donations to fund the purchase of meals -

from local restaurants who deliver them to health care workers and
first responders in the Lehigh Valley. This provides an opportunity
for Lehigh Valley families to show gratitude to those on the front
lines of COVID-19, while providing economic support to local
restaurants in the Lehigh Valley.

FLAG'S first meal delivery occurred on Friday, April 3. Union and
Finch in Allentown prepared 75 meals for Lehigh Valley Hospital’s
Cedar Crest location. The Bayou in Bethlehem prepared 75 meals
for the LVH Muhlenberg location and Mission BBQ in Whitehall
prepared the 35 meals requested by the LVH 17th Street location.

To become a member of FLAG of the Lehigh Valley and support
front line workers, as well as help local restaurants who have had
to close their doors, please visit FLAG'S Facebook page FLAG
(Front Line Appreciation Group) of the Lehigh Valley or send an
email to flag.iehighvalley@gmail.com.

SMALL BUSINESS GRANTS: The GIANT Company announced
today a $250,000 emergency grant program, in partnership with
Team Pennsylvania, to support small businesses in Pennsylvania’s
food supply chain impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Applications are now being accepted online through April 24 from
any small business involved in growing, making or processing food
within the Commonwealth. The GIANT Company and Team Penn-
sylvania worked with the Pennsylvania Department of Economic
and Community Development, the Pennsylvania Department of
Agriculture, the Pennsylvania Chamber, and Pennsylvania Food
Merchants Association to develop the program. For additional
information on criteria and to apply for an emergency grant from
The GIANT Company online, visit: https://teampa.com/giant-ag-
grants/. Recipients will be notified in early May.

PENNSYLVANIA

SCHOOL CLOSING: Continuing his efforts to protect the health
and safety of students and communities during the COVID-19
pandemic, Pennsylvania Governor, Tom Wolf announced Thursday,
April 9 that all schools will remain closed for the rest of the 2019-
20 academic year. For more information, visit www.governor.pa.gov.

DISCRIMINATION: GovernorTom Wolfs advisory commissions
are calling for the public to remain vigilant against hate after the
Pennsylvania State Police reported an increasing number of inci-
dents targeting members of the Asian American community due to
misinformation regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.

HERO FUND: U.S. Senator Bob Casey (D-PA) is joining U.S.
senators Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Patty Murray (D-WA), Sherrod
Brown (D-OH),Tom Udall (D-NM) and Gary Peters (D-MI) in un-
veiling the COVID-19 “Heroes Fund,” Senate Democrats’ proposal
for the provision of pandemic premium pay to reward, retain and
recruit essential workers. Senate Democrats’ proposed “Heroes
Fund” consists of two major components: a $25,000 premium
pay increase for essential workers, equivalent to a raise of $13 per
hour from the start of the public health emergency until December
31,2020, and a $15,000 essential worker recruitment incentiye
to attract and secure the workforce needed to fight the public
health crisis.

CHECK SCAMS: Pennsylvanians should take steps to protect
themselves from phishing scams that are targeting people who are

See UPDATE on Page A10
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BY THERESA O’BRIEN
Special to the Bethlehem Press ]

Challenged by social distanc-
ing recommendationsgjkeeping
six feet between people, and not
gathering in groups ofmore than
10- local faith communities are,
doin%; their best to stay connected.
Two local religious officials, Rabbi
Michael Singer of Bhai Abraham
Synagogue and Rev. Patrick Lamb
of Queenship of Mary Church,
spoke with us about their special
efforts during this unprecedented
time ofphysical separation. Infor-
mation about other Lehigh Valley
houses ofworship follows the
in-depth discussions with Rabbi
Singer and Father Lamb.

B’nai Abraham Synagogue

Rabbi Michael Singer ofB’nai
Abraham S%/nagogue (Bethlehem)
shared uplifting news ofthe many
ways his congregation is handling
the current pandemic, as web as
news about the Bethlehem Inter-
faith Group (BIG).

“I've used Zoom for a number of
years in my work for the rabbini-
cal assembly, in which I’'m the food
justice chair. We have meetings of
about 1,800rabbis from around the
world, and Zoom is how we con-
nect with everybody, so itwas an
easy transition [touse it for local
synagogue connectivity].”

B’nai Abraham offers daily
services (Monday and Thursday
mornings) and Shabbat services
(Friday evening at 6p.m.) via its
YouTube channel for conigregation
subscribers, as well as holding
board meetings and providing
religious instruction to teens via
Zoom. Adult religious education
is provided online in partnership
with the JewishTheological Semi-
nary (Wednesday evenings).

“We do miss everyone coming
on Shabbat to the synagogue,” Rab-
bi Singer says, “and our wonderful
kiddush luncheons. We've had to
make some obvious changes, but
it’s still exciting; we still have lots
ofpeople that are connecting.”

Theteen education classes are
in preparation for confirmation
ofteenagers who have already be-
come a bar or bat mitzvah. “Weve
been doing food,” Rabbi Singer
says, with a ruefiil laugh, “sowe've
had to stop our normal course—we
make all kinds ofthings, and teach
aboutthe rules ofkashrut. We
were goingto do a big Irish thing
honoring the potato, and doing
bangers and mash, but kosher. We
had to switch gears, and were now
doing Jewish humor.”

Regarding bar and bat mitzvah
classes, Rabbi Singer explains that
“we’re training our students every
week. We've gota bunch of stu-
dents coming up. Well probably
end up - depending on how long
this gsocial distancing] goes, wel
justdo it in our smaller chapel,
and only students and immediate
family will be there.”

Noteverything can be done
virtually, and some life events are
more fraught with challenges than
others. “WeVe had to make some
changes in the way we prepared
people who've passed away -
taharah isthe ritual washing we
usually do - weve made some
extra precautions, and we have
to limit the size for funerals and
sitting shiva, and taking on those
challenges. It’s i"ot easy - people
are usedto having the community

local
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SCREEN CAPTURE BY THERESA O’BRIEN
Video courtesy of Rabbi Michael Singer. “Live from New York and Bethlehem, PA, it's Friday
afternoon!” Cantor Sam Kunstler (left) and Rabbi Michael Singer (right) from B’nai Abraham offer
a Shabbat message prior to the Friday night service.

Faith bridges the distance

comfortthem.”

B’nai Abraham has also taken
a proactive stance to staying in
touch with the more physically
vulnerable members ofthe congre-
gation. “We've broken the congre-
gation up [into groups for which
individual leaders are responsible];
we have captains within our board
oftrustees who are looking after
people and checking in, and we
are keeping up the social contact.”
Rabbi Singer has taken an active
role in being as present as possible
in his congregation’s home-based
weekly services. “Every Friday,
I've been releasing a little video be-
fore our Shabbat service to bright-
en people’s Shabbat. Cantor Sam
Kunstlerand I - he’s in New York,
soweVe had to figure out howto
connect- we've been posting the
videos to our special YouTube page
for our congregation.”

Not only is Rabbi Singer’s
congregation staying in touch
virtually, but he is also part ofa
larger group ofreligious leaders
in the Lehigh Valley who have
come together to face challenges of
all sorts in the past. “The Bethle-
hem Interfaith Group includes 14
different houses ofworship. We're
doing a number ofthings togeth-
er, including we're going to be
starting up an internal clergy book
club, and reading a really great
book, called ““The Tent.of Abra-
ham: Stories of Hope and Peace for
Jews, Christians, and Muslims.™
That’s going to be an exciting book
club. We were supposed to have a
huge interfaith Passover seder; we
had to postpone that, but we are all
in connection with one another,
and we'e coordinating as a whole
faith community in Bethlehem -
who’s open, and what going on,
so pecpe can have access fotheif *
spiritual needs within all ofour
member organizations and houses
ofworship.”

Rabbi Singer is a voice ofhope
when he reports, “We're doing the
work both locally and nationally.
Thank G-dthe state ofthe syna-
gogue is strong.”

Queenship of Mary
Roman Catholic Church
Rev. Patrick Lamb of Queenship
ofMary Parish in Northampton is
posting both pre-recorded Masses
and short personal video messages
onthe church’s website (https://
gueenshipofmary.weconnect.
com/), Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/queen-
ship2017/), and YouTube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/chan-
nel/UCu8bpSNkIYYgqChvy9hT-
NjA).
Fr. Lamb explains, “There’s
an intro where I greet my people,
giving them confidence that we're
gonna make it through this, and
then there’s the whole Mass, with
music.” He’s not completely alone
Wmusic ministry director Jeannie
Jordan plays the music for the
Mass, her (laughter Allie is the
videographer, and Deacon Mike
Doncsecz reads from the lectionary
- but the congregation is absent,
which is a challenging situation
for someone whose ministry typi-
cally involves so much human con-
tact. “The weirdest thing,” says Fr.
Lamb, “was preaching to an empty
church - there’sthe organistand
the videographer and the deacon,
but otherwise it was empty.”
Feedback has been overwhelm-

ingly positive. Fr. Lamb says he
owes a great deal to the gifts of the
Jordans and Deacon Doncsecz, and
notes that it’s important to his pa-
rishionersto keep the connection
with the ministers oftheir home
arish. “People wentto EWTN,”

e says, “butthere’s something
comforting about their own church
and their own pastor. [Inaddition
tothe online Mass], Ido a little
video -a midweek check-in. All
people are hearing is this negative
stuff... We need to be informed,
butwe dont need to be listening to
all these news stations 24/7.”

Like many other Catholic
churches, Queenship of Mary is
openfor private prayer for a few
hours everyday; the schedule is ;
posted online, and parishioners
who do not have accessto the ’
internet are being informed ofthe
via “snail mail.” There is hand san-
itizer at the doors ofthe church,
and the previously scheduled
Friday night Stations ofthe Cross
have been changed to Eucharistic
adoration, in which parishioners
can spend time with the exposed
Blessed Sacrament, sitting or
kneeling spread out across the
church.

As Rabbi Singer told us about
Jewish rituals, Catholic sacra-
ments and rituals are bein%slight—
ly altered to protect public health.
Bishop Alfred Schlert has directed
that the sacrament ofreconcilia-
tion not be celebrated at the recto-
ry, for example; at Queenship of
Mary, Fr. Lamb uses a large chapel
in which the penitent is seated
at least 10feet away from him,
andjust uses hand sanitizer upon
entering and exiting the chapel.
Funeral attendance is very limited,
andthere isthe option (as always)
ofhavin%the body cremated now
and celebrating the memorial
Mass later.

Regarding the anointing ofthe
sick, Fr. Lamb noted that people
who die in hospitals are generally
anointed by hospital chaplains,
butthat he would ﬁo toanursing
home or a private home if called.
He hasnt been called yet, but a
parishioner who is a construction
worker gave him a mask, and he
has gloves. For a nursing home vis-
it, he would abide by the protocols
used by the nursing home workers
for personal protective equipment
and sanitizer use or showering.

The experience has been chal-
Ien?ing. Fr. Lamb confides, “You
realize that as a priest, youre a
pastor ofpeople, and it’s strange
whentheye notin church. I'm
telling them in my letter that |
miss them.” It has also been atime
ofspiritual growth. “I pray all the
time,” he says, “but I've found
this to be a time of spending more
time with our Lord. I’'m not cutting
comers like | sometimes do in my
prayers. Maybe God’s trying to
teach this to all ofus: that we have
to spend more time with him/’
He’s also finding new ways to care
for his flock. “I'm seeing the good
oftechnology - there’ a lot ofgood,
and we can use itto be in touch
with each other. Now I'm doing a
lot oftelephone ministry, calling
people.”

And his parishioners are find-
ing silver linings, too. “You have
to get some quiet,” he says. “Some-
times we'e afraid ofthe quiet, but
we have to take this opportunity.

See FAITH On Page A6
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tany Kidwell, business
hours havent changed,
but, the staff is work-
ing modified schedules.
They also centralized all
administrative  opera-
tions at their Bethlehem
facilit%/ While maintain-
ing the Cantelmi Fu-
neral Home in Fountain
Hill for.requested usage.

Video-conferencing
with more clients in
lieu of face-to-face meet-
ings and live-streaming
services have been ex-

plored in an attempt to
protect everyone.

“We are going to seé
a lot of emotional dis-
tress,” said Kidwell, re-
garding how the restric-
tions on crowd size and
social distancin? can af-
fect a large family which
is already hurting.

Kidwell observed that
cremation with delayed
services are being ar-
ranged more frequently.

“It’s really sailin
uncharted waters,” Kid-
well said about dealing
with the “unknowns”
surrounding COVID-19.
While adhering to exist-

ing safety protocols for
preparing the deceased
for either type of ser-
vice, she asked. “How
clean is too clean?”
Although the shelves

are well stocked with
personal protective
equipment (PPE) for

the present, Kidwell ex-
pressed anxiety about
the possibility of run-
ning out of supplies if
the infection and death
rate from coronavirus
spikes in the Lehigh
Valley.

PFDA President Da-
vid Peake is equally con-
cerned.

“We are in the same
position as a lot of first
responders and hospi-
tals,” Peake said. “We
are scrambling to get
as many PPEs that we
can get our hands on.”
He continued,. “A lot of
PPEs arent around or
don’t exist atthis point.”

While awaiting re-
stockin? help from the
Pennsylvania Emergen-
cy Management Agenc
(PEMA), Peake has ad-
vised funeral homes to
band together and share
supplies during the cri-
sis.
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LVHN Video Visit Grocery shopping Visiting elderly people
Ordering online Ordering food to go Visiting the hospital
(home delivery) Picking up medications Retail stores and malls
Yardwork In-person doctor visit Public transportation
Going for a walk Walking in the park Group gatherings

Video chat i
Playground equipment

Working from home
Playdates

Making a home-cooked meal

Streaming your favorite show

Whether you are sick or healthy, during the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic it's important to practice social distancing. That means you
should not only avoid crowds but put physical distance between yourself
and other people when possible, including friends and family.

Slowing the spread of this virus will help local health networks preserve
vital resources - like blood and ventilators - for those who need them.
Simply put, practicing social distancing will save lives.

Stay up to date and get the facts; visit LVHN.org/COVIDI9

Lehigh Valley
Health Network

Your health deserves a partner.



CENTER FOR ANIMAL
HEALTH & WELFARE

We are currently closed for adoptions, but encourage

anyone who is still interested to fill out an adoption appli-
cation via our website healthyanimalcenter.org and to be-

come part of our foster program to help our furry friends
during this quarantine period. For more information, call
610-252-7722 or visit www.healthyanimalcenter.org.

Riggs is a very active,
sweet young male but
found his time up at
another shelter. After
being transferred to The
Center for Animal Health
and Welfare, itwas clear
that Riggs is one smart
cookie eager to learn.
Due to his border collie
breed, Riggs will require
training, discipline and a
family that can keep up
with his energy level! He
would do best in home
with no cats or small
dogs.

Cyrus, an 8-year-young
neutered male, has spent
the last two-ancfa-half
years patiently waiting for
his forever home. Cyrus
is on a special diet of EN
for tummy sensitivities
and food allergies. This
little man is cat selective
and prefers the company
of mellow female felines.
His dream home would
be a nice quiet home
where he can relax, nap
in comfy spots, and be
spoiled like he knows he
deserves.

VOLUNTEERS

LEHIGH VALLEY HEALTH NETWORK is calling all artists, young and
old, to help cheer up hospitalized patients who are not permitted visitors
by creating (nondenominational) inspirational get-well cards and letters.
You can also make encouragement or thank-you cards for the hard-

working staff and clinical workers. Please mail your cards and letters to:
LVHN, Volunteer Services, PO Box 689, Allentown, PA 18105

ST. LUKE’'S UNIVERISnY HEALTH NETWORK is looking for volunteers
to sew face masks for hospital patients and staff. For instructions go to
https://biLly/SLUHNDonations. Click on the Donate Personal Protec-

tive Equipment link.

VOLUNTEER CENTER OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY has created a
COV1D-19 webpage to house information on volunteering in all forms
for local nonprofits. Updates are made to www.volunteerlv.org/covid-19

as they are sent Visitthe center often to see how you can help.

Contactthe VolunteerCenterto receive a directory listing agency in need o fvolunteers
at610-807-0336 ore-mail: vdMunteerk.org. Visitourwebsite wm.volunteertv.org fora

largerlisting o fvolunteeropportunities.
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Continued from page A4

Some ofthe families are now pre-
paring and eating meals together,
andit’sareally goodthing.”

Baptist churches

Inresponse to President
Trump’s recommendation to avoid
groups ofmore than 10people, the
Elder Board of Bethel Memorial
Baptist Church (Easton) suspend-
ed all meetings ofmore than 10
people atthe church until March
30. Pastor Brent Robinson has post-
ed his sermons (audio) and Power-
Point presentations online}http://
betheimemorialbaptist.org/record-
ed-sermons-power-points/).

First Baptist Church ofEaston
has Pastor Arthur S. Gilmore’s
audio sermons, video sermons, a
Wednesday evening faith series,
and a spiritual blog on its website
(http://firsthaptisteaston.com/).

Calvary Baptist Church
(Easton) has a wealth ofactivities
on its website (https://calvarybap-
tistpa.org/), including worshig
services, Wednesday night Bible
study, small group ministry par-
ticipation via Zoom, and a “family
survival kit” ofresources for those
feeling the stress of social distanc-
ing. The church, led by Pastor Paul
Wilson, has a downloadable app to
make di%ital articipation easi-
er, as well as links for streaming
through a web browser.

Fellowship Baptist Church,
which shares a physical space with
St. John’s United Church of Christ
on William Penn Highway, is post-
ing Pastor Barry Webb’s sermons
online (https://www.fellowship-
baptist-pa.org/life-goes-on).

First Baptist Church (Beth-
lehem), led by Rev. Dr. David
Hardin, offers livestreamed
worship services, videos of past
worship services, and recorded
sermons (http://ft)C-bethlehem.
org/covid-19/).

Episcopal churches

The Rt. Rev. Kevin D. Nichols,
Episcopal bishop of Bethlehem,
suspended all public worship ser-
vicesthrough Easter. Information
on diocese-wide offerings is avail-
able here (https://diobeth.org/).

Trinity Episcopal Church
(Easton) provides recorded video
of Sunday worship services and

local

Stations ofthe Cross on its website
(https://www.trinityeaston.org).
The church also invites members
to participate in online religious
education through ChurchNext
(http://www . trinityeaston.
org/?page_id=3232).

Similarly, the Rev. Dr. Pamela
Payne, rector of Trinity Episcopal
Church (Bethlehem?}, posts record-
ed sermons online (https://www.
trinitybeth.org/sunday).

Evangelical Lutheran Church
iIn America (ELCA)

Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church (Tamaqua), led by Pastor
Cindy White, has been livestream-
ing its services for quite some
time. Online worship informa-
tion is onthe church’s website
(https://www.ziontamagua.com/
live-streaming/). Parishioners who
would like their special intention
to be read atprayer services are
invited to contactthe pastor at
zionlutheranrev@gmail.com.

St. Andrew’s Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America (Palm-
er) has the Gospel, Pastor Tom
Neel’s weekly sermon, and prayers
online (http://standrewspalmer.
org/standrews_002.htm). “During
this time of COVID-191 would
encourage you come back often
to view the Devotion page,” the
pastor’s message says, “and listen
to an audio version ofa message
along with a Gospel reading. These
items will be updated on a regular
basis. When COVID-19 is part of
our past | hope to see you face to
face.”

Muslim community

The Muslim Association ofthe
Lehigh Valley (based in Allen-
town% suspended all daily and
congregational prayers beginning
March 17. The group is working on
scheduling livestreams of nightly
and weekly halagas, and Imam Ba-
sheer Bilaal and the community’s
executive committee are available
for religious advice and consulta-
tions via telephone (610-799-6224).
More information is available
online (https://malv.org/covid-up-
date/).

Jewish communities
Congregation Keneseth Israel (a
Reform communit?/ in Allentown)
is hosting its weekly Shabbat ser-
vices via Zoom. Information and
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insgiration thoughts from Rabbi
Seth are here (https://www.kilv.
org/corona_virus).

Conﬂredgation Sons of Israel
(an Orthodox community in
AIIentown%, led by Rabbi Nisan
Andrews, has canceled religious
services until further notice, but
PDFs for Shabbos is available
online (http://www.sonsofisrael.
net/).

Rabbi Moshe Re’em of Temple
Beth El (a Conservative commu-
nity in Allentown) says, “We may
notbe in the building, but there’s
plenty to participate in at Temple
Beth EI'” Minyanim, Shabbat, and
other services are accessible via
Zoomand Facebook (http://www.
getr;elalIentown.org/Worship.

m).

Chabad Lubavitch ofthe Lehigh
Valley (acommunity in Allentown
inspired by the Lubavitcher Reb-
be) offers a host ofresources online
(https://www.chabadlehighval-
ley.com/library/article_cdo/
aid/4676981/jewish/Coronavi-
rus-Resources-Inspiration.htm),
including a quarantine kaddish
service. Rabbi Yaakov Halperin
offers his congregation this hope:
“We pray to G-dthat you and yourS
stay safe and healthy, and that the
entire world be granted complete
and speedy healing.”

Messianic Jewish
communities

Beit Simcha Messianic Fellow-
ship (aMessianic Jewish com-
munity in Allentown), is offering
its Shabbat services online-only
via its YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zX-
D4wkUBgjQ&feature=youtu.be)
at 10a.m. on Saturdays. Rabbi
Glenn David Blank offers more
information about the congrega-
tion here (https://beitsimcha.com/
rabbi-glenn-videos/).

Beth El Gibor (a Messianic
Jewish community in Bethlehem)
has also moved its services online
(https://www.bethelgibor.org/).
Additional downloads from Rabbis
Mark Shiftman and Eduardo Ar-
royo are available on the congrega-
tion’s website.

Moravian
~_ churches
Music minister Becky Lepore

See FaITH On Page A10

TWO MmMore convenient
ExpressCARE locations

EmergiCenters reopen as LVHN ExpressCARE

9 ExpressCARE-Airport Road

Located in the previous EmergiCenter building

LVH N.org/ExpressCARE

1791 Airport Road

Allentown, Pa.

484-658-3010

Open daily 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

ExpressCARE

V ExpressCARE-Cedar Crest

Located in the previous EmergiCenter building

1101s. Ccedar Crest Blvd.
Allentown, Pa.

484-240-4073
Open daily 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
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INSIDE

OUTDOORS
Trout fishing started
earlier than expected
in PA.

A8

BOWLING
Whatever happened
to the sport...
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v THEY SAID IT

“It certainly
wasn'ta good
day when we
gotthe news
and It hasn't
really felt any
better since.
We want to
provide an
opportunity for
kids to com-
pete and enjoy
themselves,
but ultimately
this decision
was inevita-
ble."”
Bob Hartman

v BRIEFLY

VIA EVENTS
POSTPONED

Via of the Lehigh
Valley is monitoring
the latest updates on
Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19) on
an ongoing basis and
have been in contact
with local health offi-
cials as this situation
is developing rapidly.

As a precaution
to help prevent the
spread of COVID-19,
the Via All-Star Bas-

ketball Classic has
been postponed to
May.
Clinics
Clinics for Ath-
letes with Special

Needs - Sponsored by
BB&T

Lehigh Valley Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame
& St. Luke’s Combine
Clinic

May date and loca-
tion TBD (formerly
March 15)

Via All-Star
Banquet
Wind Creek Beth-
lehem Event Center
Wednesday, May
27,2020,6:30 p.m. (for-
merly March 25)

Via Super
Saturda
May date and loca-
tion TBD, 10:30 a.m.
(formerly March 28)

Would
you like
something
printed in
the Press?
Email
spagel@
tnonline.com

Bethlehem Press

i -
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contact sports editor Scott Pagel: spagel@tnonline.com or 800-443-0377
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The Freedom tennis courts have sat empty since March and will remain that way for the rest

of the 2019-20 school year.

High school
sports canceled

P 1 A A h ands
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BY PETER CAR
pcar@tnonline.com

The inevitable news that
the spring sports season would
eventually never happen due to
the coronavirus pandemic be-
came official Thursday, April 9.

Following Gov. Tom Wolfs
announcement that schools
would be closed for the rest of
the year, the PIAA followed suit
by ending hope ofresuming the
interrupted winter* champion-
ships and ceasing any spring
sports.

“[Last week’s] decision by
the PIAA Board of Directors
was difficult for everyone.
Their thoughts remain on the

olf annou

thousands of student-athletes, -

coaches, officials and family
members affected by this de-
cision,” said PIAA Executive
Director Dr. Robert A. Lom-
bardi through a press release.
“However, the board’s position
reflects a steadfast priority of
keeping our student-athletes,
officials and member schools’
staffs and their communities
safe, while following the guide-
lines provided by the governor,
the Department of Health and
the Department of Education.

“We had maintained hope
for a continuation of our win-
ter championships and an ab-
breviated spring season to help
bring a sense ofnormalcy to our
communities. As we navigate
through this difficult time we
need to remember the lessons
that interscholastic athletics
has taught us: cooperation, pa-
tience, sacrifice, responsibility,
respect and perseverance.”

District 11 Chairman Bob
Hartman acknowledged that
the news was always the most
realistic option, but one that he
hoped would have been able to
change over time.

Unfortunately, the circum-
stances never materialized for
that.

“It certainly wasnt a good
day when we got the news and
it hasnt really felt any bet-
ter since,” said Hartman. “We
want to provide an opportunity
for kids to compete and enjoy
themselves, but ultimately this
decision was inevitable. That
doesn’t make it easier for any-
one, but the priority is the safe-
ty for our students and commu-
nity.”

Canceling the remainder
of the PIAA winter champion-
ships, which included the boys
and girls basketball tourna-
ments, as well as the swimming
championships, leaves a hole in
the record books, butnothaving

d ow n n ew

n ces

closing

s after G ov.

of schools

PRESS PHOTO BY LINDA ROTHROCK

The Becahi girls softball team won't get to take to the field

this year.

PRESS PHOTO BY LINDA ROTHROCK

The Liberty boys were hoping to chase a district title this

season.

a spring season leaves an emJ)ty
feeling for everyone involved.

For Bethlehem Catholic base-
ball coach Mike Grasso, this
spring would have marked his
final season in the dugout after
46 years of coaching. This lost
spring season might be a som-
ber way to end his coaching ca-
reer, but while Grasso is upset
at how things have transpired,
he’s also grateful for everything
he’s been able to do.

“| feel so bad for the seniors
in all sports,” said Grasso, “but
I think if we can save lives, it’s
worth it for everyone involved.
I've beentruly blessed to live my
life this way for so many years,
but | am going to miss coach-
ing. You wish things could have
ended differently, but this is

part of life. You go through ups
and downs.”

That roller coaster ride now
puts administrators in brain-
storm mode on how to handle
the rest of the academic calen-
dar with prom and graduation
ceremonies certainly going to
be affected by this news.

For Hartman, he had a Zoom
meeting with all of his spring
coaches last Friday to discuss
ideas on how to honor their
spring athletes.

“We’ll come together and
think of ideas on how to hon-
or our student-athletes,” said
Hartman. “We know it’s tough
for seniors right now. We’re all
trying to work through this at
the moment.”

» Milestones: All
» SLHN control center: Al12
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PIAA
ISSUES

official
release

In accordance with
Gov. Tom Wolfs an-
nouncement last Thurs-
da?/, April 9, that Penn-
sylvania schools will
be closed to in-person
learning for the remain-
der of the school year,
the Pennsylvania Inter-
scholastic Athletic Asso-
ciation, Inc. (PIAA) has
canceled all remaining
winter and spring sports
and championships.

“[Last week’sﬁ) deci-
sion by the PIAA Board
of Directors was diffi-
cult for everyone. Their
thoughts remain on
the thousands of stu-
dent-athletes, coach-
es, officials and family
members affected by this
decision,” said PIAA
Executive Director Dr.
Robert A. Lombardi.
“However, the Board’s
position reflects a stead-
fast priority of keeping
our student-athletes,
officials and member
schools’ staffs and their
communities safe, while
following the guidelines
provided by the gover-
nor, the Department of
Health and the Depart-
ment of Education.

“"We had maintained
hope for a continuation
of our winter champi-
onships and an abbre-
viated spring season
to help bring a sense of
normalcy to our commu-
nities,” continued Lom-
bardi. “As we navigate
through this difficult
time we need to remem-
ber the lessons that in-
terscholastic  athletics
has taught us: coopera-
tion, patience, sacrifice,
responsibility, respect
and perseverance.”

At of [last week], 17
other state high school
associations have end-
ed their sports seasons
in similar fashion. The
PIAA Board of Directors
will meet in the coming
months to address any
concerns that arise from
the membership from
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. While PIAA remains
hopeful that summer
activities will be able to
commence July 1, it is
still too early to reach
any decisions or offer
guidance at this time. In
providing any further
guidance to the member-
ship, PIAAwill continue
to monitor any addition-
al information provid-
ed by the Governor’s
Office, Department of
Health or Department of
Education as it relates
to interscholastic ath-
letics. More information
will be communicated
via http://www.piaa.org
as it becomes available.

NW BOYS
COACH

The  Northwestern
Lehigh Athletic Depart-
ment would like to take
this time to thank coach
Billy Hallman for his
years of service to both
our girls basketball pro-
gram where he served as
an assistant coach and
most recently our boys
basketball program
where he served as our
head coach.

As a result, North-
western is currently
acceﬁting applications
for the position of head
boys basketball coach.
Interested  applicants
should have prior high
school or college coach-
ing experience and
must complete the ap-
plication process online
at  https://www.nwle-
highsd.org/Page/418.

The deadline to apply
is April 17,2020 at 4 p.m.


mailto:spagel@tnonline.com
mailto:pcar@tnonllne.com
http://www.piaa.org
https://www.nwle-highsd.org/Page/418
https://www.nwle-highsd.org/Page/418
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This lucky angler scored on a chunky brook trout on the accelerated trout

opener last week.

Outdoors: Clearing
up abbreviated trout
rumors

BY NICK HROMIAK
Special to the Press

There may have
been some skepticism
regarding the abbrevi-
ated trout stocking that
| heard about and men-
tioned in my previous
column.

In case you missed it,
I was informed that cer-
tain streams in Lehigh
County will only get one,
in-season stocking that
took place within the
last two weeks. Some an-
glers couldnt believe it,
so | was able to contact
Mike Parker, PF&BC
Communications Direc-
tor, who issued the fol-
lowing statement:

“We continue to stock
trout every day across
the state, seven days a
week. Due to the acceler-
ated stocking schedule
we are operating under,
many waters Will only
receive preseason stock-
ings this year.

“That means that all
of the fish that were al-
located for a water, both
preseasori and in-sea-
son, will be combined
into a single stocking or
two. The same amount
of fish will be stocked,
ljust not spread out over
the season. | cannot pro-
vide any information
about specific waters,
but overall, this is our

approach.
“Since March 17, we
-have been operating

under the accelerated
schedule, without vol-
unteer assistance, in
an effort to get our fish
"stocked before any of
;pur employees became
sick or further restric-
tions were placed on
fishing. At this time, we
have stocked about 2.25
million trout across the
'state. That is compared
to 1.7-1.8 we stocked by
;the statewide opening
day of trout season last
year. There are plenty of
fish to catch.”

,, -So that official an-
nouncement should put
the so-called rumor to
rest.

STRIPED BASS
CHANGES

For anglers who pur-
sue the hard fighting
stripers in the Delaware
River, Delaware Estuary
and West Branch Del-
aware River, be aware
there has been some sig-
nificant changes.

The  Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commis-
sion (PFBC) announced
changes to Striped Bass

fishing regulations
within the aforemen-
tioned waters. And

the reason for the new
rules is because harvest
and delayed mortality
of caught and released
striped bass have re-
ducedthe coastal popula-
tion below levels needed
to sustain recreational
angling experiences.
Due to the negative im-
pact on the fishery, har-
vest and terminal tackle
restrictions are heeded
to help rebuild the coast-
al stock.

In accordance with a
fisheries management

lan adopted by the At-
antic States Marine
Fisheries Commission’s
(ASMFC), the Striped
Bass Management
Board intended to re-
duce fishing mortality
by 18 percent. As such,
PFBC will change mini-
mum size requirements
and slot limits for har-
vesting striped bass in
the Delaware Estuary,
Delaware River, and
West Branch Delaware
River, and have enacted
a mandatory circle hook
requirement for anglers
using bait while fishing
for all species within
the Delaware Estuary.
These changes are effec-
tive beginning April 1,
2020.

These regulation
changes, tackle and reg-
istration requirements
do not apply to inland
populations of Striped
Bass or Hybrid Striped
Bass.

Under the new mini-
mum size limits, anglers
will be permitted to har-
vest one coastal striped

KNEE, ANKLE,
FOOT, HEEL PAIN?

BARRY A. RUHT, m.d., facs,aofas

Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon | Foot & Ankle Fellowship Trained

PLATELET-RICH PLASMA (PRP) AND STEM CELL THERAPY
Muscle, tendon and joint pain are some of the most common
ailments that affect us all. Many of the current treatments come
with b significant list of side effects.

Stem Cell Therapy- also known as Regenerative Medicine-
promotes the repair of diseased, dysfunctional or injured

tissue uSIng stem cells.

Stem cell therapy delivers results by
potentialiy speeding up healing.

Dr. Barry Ruht can treat your symptoms right in his office with
no hospitalizatioife and no anesthesia.

Call today to see ifyou're a candidate for either or both bf these

safe, alf-natural treatments.

610-821-4950
www.ofaki.com =www.rejuvenateyourhealth.org
1605 N. Cedar Crest Blvd. | Suite 608 | Allentown, PA

bass per day that mea-
sures at least 28 inches
but less than 35 inches
in the Delaware Estu-
ary (from the Pennsyl-
vania line upstream to
Calhoun Street Bridge)
during the periods Jan.
1through March 31 and
June 1through Dec. 3L
During the period from
April 1 through May
31, anglers may harvest
two striped bass daily
that measure at least
21 inches but less than
24 inches. In the Dela-
ware River (from the
Calhoun Street Bridge
upstream) anglers will
be permitted to harvest
one striped bass per day
that measures at least 28
inches but less than 35
inches year-round.

To further meet the
requirem_ents, the PFBC
Willrequire anglers who
use bait to fish in the
tidal Delaware Estuary”
including  tributaries
from the mouths of the
tributaries upstream to
the limit of tidal influ-
ence, to use non-offset
(in-line) circle hooks.
The use of non-offset
(in-line) circle hooks
is required over offset
circle hooks because of
their proven ability to
hook fish in the mouth,
simplify hook removal,
and reduce injury to the
released fish. Therefore,
to address targeted and
non-targeted striped
bass release mortali-
ty, the circle hook re-
quirement will apply to

anglers targeting any
fish species with bait
in the tidal Delaware

Estuary. This measure
offers added protection
to adult Striped Bass on
the spawning grounds
during spring and year-
round protections to res-
ident juvenile Striped
Bass caught by anglers
targeting other species
in the tidal reaoh. For
the non-tidal Delaware
River, non-offset (in-
line) circle hooks are
strongly recommended
when anglers target any
species with bait.

ORTHOPEDIC

INSTITUTE

Specializinginthe orthopedic

surgical care of the foot, ankle,

heel & knee. Diabetic foot care
including shoes and custom
diabetic orthotic fabrication.

Bowling...
Whatever happened?

BY CHIP WALAKOVITS
Special to the Press

It was estimated that nearly
20-percent of the population bowled
each and every year at least once
during a calendar year.

The Bethlehem Area Bowling
Association, at one time, had near-
ly 100 lanes available at a variety of
sites to compete. Of course, Town &
Country Lanes on Stefko Boulevard
was the largest and still has a num-
ber of leagues competing on a week-

ly basis.

Compared to years gone by, well,
it’sjust no comparison.

Yes, many of the alleys were lo-
cated in private clubs,
an open lane was a difficult task.

Weekends was date night and
many romances started with a few P
strikes and spares. Open spots were
far and few between with T&C tak-
ing reservations well after mid-
night to accommodate.
of course, dominated the action in
the Christmas City with numer-
ous gatherings formed at the cities
largest employer, Bethlehem Steel.
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There was the Blast Furnace, Plant
Patrol, Coke Works and Main Office

down from

but finding

a few.

Leagues,
town...

leagues all rolling three games for a
30-week season.

Bowling was a major focal point
in our area for many years with all
ages and gender equality. Junior
bowling was started in the 50s as the
Police Athletic League (PAL). Po-
lice Officer Jim Lichtenwalner was
the organizing force and is looking

above and wondering

what happened to the game.

As the sport grew, American Ju-
nior Bowling highlighted the area
with a half dozen sites competing
weekly on Saturday mornings.

Over the next few weeks we will
reminisce what and where about
the game of bowling, arid how it
layed a role in the Christmas City.
Stay tuned, you just may remember

Next time, can you name all the
establishments in Bethlehem and
how many were located in Heller-

Chip Walakovits isaformer Globe
Times bowling writer

FHS track had leaders
emerge over winter

BY KATIE MCDONALD
kmcdonald@tnonline.com

Freedom’s track and
field head coach Char-
lie Heidecker is in his
second year leading the
Patriots, a year when
things weren’t so brand
new anymore and steady
improvement was able
to take over.

“We enjoyed a full
winter season that had
excellent participation
from about 30 athletes.
The mild winter allowed
us to get some work
done both outside and
inside.., The kids that
were in winter track
were pumped up to get
outside in the spring
and see what they could
do/’ saidjleidecker, be-
fore schools wpre even-
tually sljut dgjvp

“it’s the start of our
second year with the
whole coaching staff re-
turning, so everything
felt like just a transition
from winter to spring.
Several of the kids that

joined us showed real

potential in a number
of events. The coaches
were especially excited
to get a chance to work
with a group that had
so many freshmen and
sophomores.”

Unfortunately, the
spring season won't take
place.

Assistant coach Jer-
emy Efthimaides was
training the jumpers,
Tony FLatts was work-
ing with the boys sprint-
ers and hurdlers, Ben
Reph was training the
throwers, Adam Syty
was in charge ofthe girls
sprinters and hurdlers,
Patriot cross country
coach Bob Thear was
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Charboneau

working with the dis-
tance runners, and Mike
Thorne was training the
pole vaulters.

number of our u[)-
perclassmen, especially
those that were in win-
ter track, have emerged
as leaders,” Heideck-
er said. “That’s a good
sign.”

The Patriot roster
would have had 73 girls
and 56 boys.

Key returners for the
boys would have includ-
ed sprinters Gabe Ca-
ton, AJ Fletcher, Matty
Russin, Chase Bonstein,
Alex Reji, who is also a
jumper, and Vince Reph,
who is also a throw-
er; hurdler Eli Lovell;
pole vaulter Chris Dew;
distance runners Matt
Parkin and Alex Heide-
mann; and thrower Jus-
tin Guidetti.

Key returners for
the girls were supposed
to be sprinters Alysha
Gargone, Kiahnilee Ra-
mos, Sophia Szvetecz,
and Bella Estojak; and
sprinters Jada Phipps,

Sydney Brown, and So-
phie Twiggar, who are
also hurdlers.
Scheduled to return
to key roles for the girls
are distance/middle
distance runners Lau-
ren Charboneau, Eli-
za Fihlman, and Diala
Hassan; pole vaulter
Madison Fey; jumpers
Camille Gutekunst and

Sarah Gill; throwers
Kilia Ramos and Isabel
Rodriguez; hurdler/

jumper Lola Willey; and
jumper/thrower Ariana
Braun.

“We learned about
the suspension of sports
at practice very short-
ly after the governor
made the announce-
ment,” said Heidecker
prior to the shutdown
for the year and sea-
son. “l dont believe our
team was surprised by
the decision because we
had warned them that a
decision like that may
be coming. The kids did
have a lot of questions
about the remaining
practices in the presea-
son, when we would re-
turn, the season itself
and what they should do
in the interim.

“We held an in-
trasquad scrimmage
meet on that last prac-
tice day and the Kids re-
ally enjoyed competing
in the different reIaKs
our coaches set up. The
coaches were ready with
workouts that the Kids
could do on their own at
home. We encouraged
the kids to stay in con-
tact with the coaches via
email and follow all of
the guidelines set down
by the public health au-
thorities.” .

Former 'Cane Ruppert got
off to a hot start this spring

BY KATIE MCDONALD
kmcdonald@tnonline.com

No sooner had Lock
Haven University’s soft-
ball season started than
Liberty grad Mikayla
Ruppert was named
Pennsylvania State Ath-
letic Conference Player
ofthe Week for Feb. 17.

The sophomore out-
fielder hit .444 with
three doubles, a triple,
and four RBIs through
the Bald Eagles’ first
six games of the season.
They were against West

Virginia
State, Saint
Anselm,
Southern
Connecti-
cut State,
Seton
Hill, Kutz-
town, and
Goldy-Bea-
com. Rup-
pert went
eight for 13 in her latter
four games.

Lock Haven played
its most recent victor
on March 11 over Ameri-
can International. It was

Ruppert
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a come-from-behind 5-3
win in which Ruppert
was 2for 4with two runs
scored.

Overall, Ruppert has
20 hits and seven RBIs
in 16 games started with
one home run and six
stolen bases.

Lock Haven’s last
game was played on
March 13 against Be-
midji State in which
Ruppert had a base hit,
walked, and scored the
Bald Eagles’ fifth run in
the 10-5loss.
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http://www.ofaki.com
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NASCAR THIS WEEK

Dale Earnhardt Jr.’s impact on the sport should make him a first-ballot Hall of Famer. [n-j/ nigel cook]

Predicting the 2021

NASCAR Hall of Fame class

ByZachDean
zach.dean@news-jrnl.com

til drivers get the com-
and to finally restart
eir engines onthe 2020
eason, fans of NASCAR
"will be stuck inthe past.j
That doesn’t come with-
out controversy, though.
Last week, NASCAR unveiled the
15 nominees for the 2021 Hall of Fame
class, headlined by Dale Earnhardt Jr.,
who was one of five first-timers on
the ballot. New thisyear, three drivers

will be inducted instead of the usual Ricky Rudd (left) was NASCAR’s iron-man
five —two from the Modern Erabal- for a decade, [ap photo/terry rennal
lot and one from the Pioneer ballot.

The Modern Eraballot includes: Neil Popular Driver, atwo-time Day-
Bonnett, Jeff Burton, Dale Earnhardt tona 500 winner, atwo-time Xfin-
Jr., Carl Edwards, Harry Gant, Harry ity Series champion, and won 26
Hyde, Larry Phillips, Ricky Rudd, career Cup races. Earnhardt has also
Kirk Shelmerdine and Mike Stefanik. proven to be an elite car owner, field-

The Pioneer Ballot includes: Jake ing cars that have won three Xfin-
Elder, Red Farmer, Banjo Matthews, ity titles, including the past two.
Hershel McGriff and Ralph Moody. Beyond the stats, Junior was the face

While voting is still at least a of NASCAR for nearly 20 years, car-
month away —if usually takes place rying the sport on his back following
around the Coca-Cola 600 - let’s the tragic death of his father in 2001.
drop the virtual green flag a little The numbers aren’t as gaudy as.
early and make some predictions: some Hall of Famers, and he never

won that elusive Cup champion-
Modern erainductees ship, but what Junior meant, and

Dale Earnhardt Jr.: There was argu- still means, to the sport makes
ably nobody more important to him a first-'ballot Hall of Famer.
the sport over atwo-decade span Ricky Rudd: You could throw ablan-
than Junior. He was a 15-time Most ket over Rudd, Harry Gant and Neil
2020 CUP SERIES April 5: Bristol (postponed)
SCHEDULE AND WINNERS April 19: Richmond (postponed)

Feb. 9: Clash at Daytona (Erik Jones) April 26: Talladega (postponed)
Feb. 16: Daytona 500 (Denny Hamlin) May 3: Dover (postponed)
Feb. 23: Las Vegas (Joey Logano) May 9: Martinsville
March 1: Fontana (Alex Bowman) May 16: All-Star Race at Charlotte
March 8: Phoenix (Joey Logano) May 24: Charlotte
March 15: Atlanta (postponed) May 31: Kansas
March 22: Homestead-Miami (postponed) June 7: Michigan
March 29: Texas (postponed) June 14: Sonoma
ULTIMA SEMES. CubCadet
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Bonnett in terms of career numbers
and overall resume, butwe’ll give
the edge to Rudd. NASCAR’s iron-
man for over a decade, Rudd held
the Cup Series record for consecu-
tive starts (788) before Jeff Qordon
broke itin 2015. His 906 overall
l«tarts rank secondin NASCAR hisr «
tory to Richard Petty’s 1,185.

The Virginianative finished with
23 career wins, including the 1997
Brickyard 400,374 top-ios (sev-
enth all-time) and 29 poles. He was
named the Rookie of the Year in 1977,
earned a best points finish of second
in 1991 andwon at least one race im 6
consecutive seasons from 1983-98.

In 1998, Rudd was named one of
NASCAR’s 50 Greatest Drivers.

Pioneer inductee
Banjo Matthews: Matthews was an
artist in the garage, building cars
that won more than 250 Cup rapes
and three championships over his
career. Just how much of a master
was he? From 1974-85, cars built
in the Banjo Matthews Shop won a
staggering 72% of Cup races (262 of
362), including all 30 races in 1978.
The car builder from Ohio also had
success behind the wheel, work-
ing on modifieds and driving to
Victory Lane 50 times in 1954.
Ifyouwon arace in the '70s or '80s,
Matthews most likely had a hand in it.
That’sworthy of a spotin the Hall.

June 21: Chicagoland
June 27: Pocono

June 28: Pocono

July 5: Indianapolis
July 11: Kentucky

July 19: New Hampshire
Aug. 9: Michigan

Aug. 16: Watkins Glen
Aug. 23: Dover

Aug. 29: Daytona

NO ONE SEES

MORE CLEARLY

GARDEN CENTER
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QUESTIONS A
ATTITUDE

Compelling questions... and
maybe a few actual answers *

IsJunior Eamhardt a first-ballot
lock for the Hall of Fame?

Absolutely, especially compar-
ing his overall numbers to some
already enshrined. His 26 Cup
Series wins (including two Day-
tona 500s) and two Busch Series
championships might fall short
of what many Earnhardt fans
had hoped or expected from
him, but the numbers them-
selves are enough, and when you
consider all those “Most Popular
Driver” awards, there’s no way
he doesn’t make it in his first
year of eligibility.

Any surprises on that ballot?

Just one of omission: Geoff
Bodine, who has yet to make a
list of nominees. Buddy Baker
made the Hall of Fame with

19 career Cup wins and one
Daytona 500. Bodine has 18 wins
and a Daytona 500, but also piled
up amazing numbers in Late
Model racing before coming

to NASCAR. You can’t dismiss
that, considering Jerry Cook and
Richie Evans are in the NASCAR
Hall based on their Late Model
careers. Not sure why Bodine
remains overlooked.

Whojoins Junior?

I like Red Farmer from the Pio-
neer Ballot, and unless someone
can explain why Kirk Shelmer-
dine doesn’t match up with

the other crew chiefs already
inducted, I'm not sure how you
ignore a four-time champion.

Ken Willis, ken.willis@
news-jml.com

HALL OF FAME LIST

Recently released list of nomi-
nees for the NASCAR Hall of
Fame’s 2021 class:

Modern Era Ballot
Neil Bonnett

Jeff Burton

Dale Earnhardt Jr.
Carl Edwards
Harry Gant

Harry Hyde

Larry Phillips
Ricky Rudd

Kirk Shelmerdine
Mike Stefanik

Pioneer Ballot
Jake Elder

Red Farmer
Banjo Matthews
Hershel McGriff
Ralph Moody

Landmark Award
Janet Guthrie
Alvin Hawkins
Mike Helton

Dr. Joseph Mattioli
Ralph Seagraves

Sept 6: Darlington
Sept 12: Richmond
Sept 19: Bristol
Sept 27: Las Vegas
Oct 4: Talladega
Oct 11: Charlotte
Oct 18: Kansas
Oct 25: Texas

Nov. 1: Martinsville
Nov. 8: Phoenix


mailto:zach.dean@news-jrnl.com
http://www.ockrothoquipment.com

UPDATE

Continued from page A4

expecting a stimulus payment from the federal government follow-
ing the outbreak of COVID-19, the Department of Revenue and
Department of Banking and Securities. According to the 1RS, some
of the electronic messages associated with these phishing scams
say, “In order to receive your stimulus check via direct deposit, you
will need to confirm your banking information.” These messages
are targeting not only individual citizens, but also tax professionals.

The U.S. Treasury Department and the 1RS announced the
stimulus payments will be distributed automatically, with no action
required for most people. Read the 1RS press release, .Economic
Impact Payments: What You Need to Know, for further information.
The 1RS also said it would post additional information on IRS.gov/
coronavirus as it becomes available.

PUC: In response to the ongoing threat to public health posed
by the COVID-19 virus, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
(PUC) today announced that its next public meeting - tomorrow
- will be conducted telephonically. The PUC public meeting will
begin at 10 a.m. April 16, and members of the public, the media
and others can begin accessing the telephone conference call

. starting at 9:45 a.m. that day. Interested parties can listen to the
meeting by calling 1-888-917-8050, and then entering passcode
9570961#.

PRISONS AND INMATES: Under the authority granted to him
by the Pennsylvania Constitution and the Emergency Management
Services Code, Governor Tom Wolf today ordered Department of
Corrections officials to establish a Temporary Program to Reprieve
Sentences of Incarceration to help aid the department in the

transfer of qualifying individuals to community corrections facilities

or home confinement amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The Tempo-
rary Program to Reprieve Sentences of Incarceration Program only
applies to state prison inmates who have been identified as being
non-violent and who otherwise would be eligible for release within
the next 9 months or who are considered at high risk for compli-
cations of coronavirus and are within 12 months of their release.
Under the temporary reprieve program, approximately 1,500 to
1,800 inmates would be eligible, although given the reentry chal-
lenges of ensuring connection to the health care and behavioral
health system, housing and food security, the number will likely be
less than the eligible pool.

PENN STATE EXTENSION

GOVERNMENT WEBNAR: Penn State Extension will be hosting
the “Pennsylvania Legislation Update: How Local Governments Can
Now Conduct Business” webinar .to discuss recent legislation by
the General Assembly of Pennsylvania that addresses the issue of
local governments conducting business in a virtual atmosphere.
This webinar will take place at 11 a.m. tomorrow and feature Scott
Coburn, counsel and education director for the Pennsylvania State
Association of Township Supervisors. There is no cost to participate
in the webinar. To learn more or register, visit: https://extension.
psu.edu.

AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION

ELECTIVE DENTALVISITS: The American Dental Association has
recommended dentists across the country postpone all elective
procedures and appointments for at least a few more weeks.

Given that timelines with this virus seem to change on an
almost-daily basis, it is unclear if that recommendation will be
extended. Most dental firms have updated their websites to reflect
this change but do not specify when regular appointments are
expected to resume.

. While scheduled appointments for routine cleanings and cer-
tain procedures are being delayed, the ADA recommends dentists
shift their focus to emergency dental needs. Gehani explains in his
statement, “Concentrating on emergency dental care will allow us
to care for our emergency patients and alleviate the burden that
dental emergencies would place on hospital emergency depart-
ments.”

AMERICAN RED CROSS

COVID-19 TESTING SCAM: Scammers are already lined up to
make moneyxff the coronavirus. Please let your elderly loved ones
'know no One is coming doorrto-doorte-hoifliSIEégtT&f

Law enforcement and the Red Cross advise there are people
in some areas going door-to-door saying they are authorized to do
“home testing" for the coronavirusJhis is not true. When permit-
ted, the scammers perform a pretend test and charge for it or rob
the victim. If someone like this comes to your door, do not allow
them into your home and call the police. Advise your family to be
on the alert.

GIANT MARKETS

CUSTOMER LIMITS: The company is now limiting the number
of customers who may be in a store at one time. The number of
customers permitted at one time varies by location and has been
determined based on several factors including occupancy and
selling square feet. The company also requests that customers
limit the size of their shopping party to one member per house-
hold as much as possible, as doing so reduces the overall number
of people inside stores and helps support social distancing. To
manage customer occupancy limits, a GIANT team member will
be stationed at the front entrance tracking shopper flow. When
the store has reached capacity, customers will be asked to form a
line outside, while observing social distancing. As customers exit,
customers in line will be allowed in the store.

DEADLINE CHANGES

VOTER REGISTRATION: As a result of legislation recently
passed and signed into law, the Pennsylvania primary election has
been postponed until June 2. Pennsylvania residents now have
until May 18 to register to vote and until May 26 to register to
vote by mail-in ballot. Another new law recently passed now allows
anyone to vote by mail in an election. For more information, go to
votespa.com.

TAX DEADLINES: To help those working to get their taxes com-
pleted and filed, the state and federal income tax filing deadlines
have both been changed from April 15 to July 15.

Also, the deadline for seniors and people with disabilities to
apply for the 2019 Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program has been
extended from June 30 to Dec. 31.

DRIVERS LICENSE: The Pennsylvania Department of Transporta-
tion is helping motorists by further extending the expiration dates
for many of its motor vehicle and operator requirements.

eFor driver licenses, photo ID cards and learner's permits
scheduled to expire March 16 through April 30, the expiration date
is now extended through May 31.

mFor vehicle registrations, safety inspections and emissions
inspections scheduled to expire March 16 through April 30, the
expiration date is now extended through May 31.

eFor persons with disabilities parking placards scheduled
to expire March 16 through April 30, the expiration date is now
extended through May 31.

REAL ID: The federal enforcement deadline for REAL ID has
been extended by one year. The new deadline for compliance is
Oct. 1,2021. Atthat time, everyone will need a REAL ID or other
acceptable form of identification, such as a passport, to fly do-
mestically or to enter certain federal buildings. More information is
available at PennDOT.gov/REALID.

BYROQHOANDSAE

When you buy products made from
recycled materials, recycling keeps working.
To findout more, call 1-800-CALL-EDF.
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Showing their appreciation

FAITH

Continued from page A6

of Central Moravian
Church in Bethlehem is
posting daily “musical
moments” of inspiration
onthe church’s Facebook
Bage‘(https://www.face—

ook.com/centralmora-
vianchurch). “Becky is
creating and recording
piano arrangements of
requested hymns from1
her livingroomand is
posting the hymns, along
with their hymn texts,
and a corresponding
scripture,” senior admin-
istrator Cindy Gibson
informs us.

Alist ofall Moravian
Church congregations na-
tionwide offering online
worship opportunities,
including the inter-pro-
vincial worship service
held every Sunday at 11
a.m., isavailable at the
faith’s national website
(https://lwww.moravian.

,0rg/2020/03/online-wor-

ship-opportunities/).
One ofthe worship
services posted on*the
Moravian website is
conducted by Pastor
Derek French of East
Hills Moravian Church
in Bethlehem. Pastor
French’s services are
available onthe church’s
Facebook page (https://.
www.facebook.com/eas-
thiUsmoravianchurch/)
and its YouTube channel
(https://yoiitu.be/Mlj
IBOFIUFY). biformation
about online giving, as
well as spiritual informa-
tion, are available on the
church’ website (Www.
EastHillsMC.org).

Presbyterian
~ churches
First Presbyterian

Church (Bethlehem), led
by Rev. J.C. Austin, is
livestreaming both its 9
a.m. contemporary and 11
a.m. traditional services
on Facebook (http://
www.facebook.com/first-
presbethlehem)and on
its website (https://www.
fpc-bethlehem.org/).
Information is also avail-
able on how to participate
in other ministries, such
as the Wednesday Lenten
conversations, via Zoom.

Roman Catholic
churches
Catholic parish St.
John XXm in Tamaqua
was already livestream-
ing Masses prior tothe
novel coronavirus epi-
demic. Rev. John Frink,
the pastor, also posts his
sermons on his YouTube
channel. Father Frink,
who acknowledged the
challenge ofdelivering
a sermon to an empty
church at a recent Mass,
added his hope that Cath-
olics would take this op-
ortunity to deepen their
‘faith.-He asked those
participating virtually to
consider why they come
to Mass, and suggested
that Catholics embrace
the humility ofthe tax
collector in the Gospel of
Luke. The livestream link
is onthe parish website
(www.SJ23Tamaqua.org).
Rev. Keith Laskowski
of Our Lady of Mercy
Church in Easton is
also livestreaming the
8a.m. daily Mass and
Saturday night (vigil) 4:30
p.m. Mass in English, as
well as the noon Sunday
Mass in Spanish, onthe
parish’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.
com/)

United Church of
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PRESS PHOTOS BY DANA GRUBB
In a show of support for medical, public safety and other public employees, Hanover Township
residents were encouraged to maintain social distancing and venture out to their front yards

and driveways April 4 at 4:30 p.m. and bang on pots and pans, beep their car horns and make
any kind of noise they wanted. Some even set off fireworks. The event was coordinated by

the township government to thank those who are “waging an albout war.on COVID-19.” Above:

The Blaufarb family, Ronnie, Sharon and Allie, bang away from their driveway in their townshipl
neighborhood to show their support for the tireless efforts of many.

Christ congregations
The general minister
and president ofthe Unit-
ed Church of Christ, Rev.
John Dorhauer, has par-

ticipated online in wor-
ship services across the
country beginning March
17. Links to UCC church-
es across the US offering
online services are here
(https://www.ucc.org/
news_movingLwor-

ship online during pan-
demic_ucc_churches_of-
fer_pastoral_touchesj?ro-
phetic_voices 03172020).

United Methodist
churches

Green Pond United
Methodist maintains sev-
eral weeks’worth of Rev.
Scott Freidgen-Veitch’s
sermons on its website as
an audio stream (https://
www.greehpondumc.
com/). Weekly messages
ofspiritual upliftand an-
nouncements are updated
Wednesdays (https://
www.greenpondumc.
com/weekly-newsletter).
The church is looking

into livestreaming Wdr-'mm

ship services.

Pastor Nina Patton-Se-
merod of Epworth United
Methodist Church of
Bethlehem told her faith
community, “Weare
not the church because
we gather every Sunday
morning for worship; we
are the church because
we carry the lightbf
Christwith us wherever
we go.” Pastor Nina posts
a video ofthe weekly
worship service on the
church’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.
com/EpworthUMCBeth-
lehemPA/) by 10:45a.m.
each Sunday. Members
ofthe church are, invited
to post specific prayer
requests during the week

ESPRING.!:

for Pastor Ninato lift

up during the worship
service. The youth group
and other ministries

are using tools such as
Zoomto continue to meet
online.

Wesley United Meth-
odist Church (Bethlehem)
IS posting its recorded
worship services online
(https:/iwesleychurch.
com/). Rev.*Candy La-
Bar’s sermon videos and
transcripts are online as
well.

Other Christian
denominations
Ebenezer Bible Fel-
lowship Church (Bethle-
hem& is livestreaming its

weekend and mid-week
worship services, and of-
fers devotional videos by
Youth Pastor Mike Nota-
ry (https://aplaceforyou.
org/). Senior Pastor Tim
Gibson encourages his
flock to use technology to
connect, and says, “Don't
practice social distancing
with Jesus.”

GRACE Church
*Bethlehem has a portal of
online services (https://
www.gracech.org/grace-
live/), including live
worship services on Sun-
days at 9a.m. and 10:30
a.m., games and religious
education for middle and
high school students on
Sundaysat 7p.m., and
mid-week Bible study
with Dr. Mark Crumpler.
Sunday worship services
led by Senior Pastor Dr.
Mamie Crumpler are
also available via Face-
book watch (https://
www.facebook.com/gch-
GRACE)).

Life in Christ Church
(Bethlehem), led by
Pastor Norman Carl-
isle, is livestreaming its

See FaITH on Page All
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HEALTH NEWS

Lehigh Valley Health Network

First ventilator patient released

Chris McMillan is back home in Bethlehem. He says he feels
less than 50 percent of his usual self, but he’s glad to be home.

McMillan was discharged Monday, April 6 from Lehigh Valley
Hospital (LVH)-Muhlenberg in Bethlehem after a difficult 15-day
struggle battling COVID-19. He spent eight days in an induced
coma on a ventilator, which was removed on April 2. McMillan
was the first coronavirus patient at LVH-Muhlenberg to come off a
ventilator.

McMillan had been sick at home for more than a week,, quar-
antined in his basement away from his companion(Jen Sanita and
their three children. His well-above-normal temperature refused to
drop despite taking medication. Tests for the flu were negative and
he was awaiting the results of a COVID test when on April 22 he
decided to drive himself to the hospital after he began wheezing
and his breathing sounded like a crackling in his chest.

Testing criteria updated

Effective immediately, Lehigh Valley Health Network’s (LVHN)
criteria for testing individuals suspected of having coronavirus
(COVID-19) have been updated and implemented at all Assess
and Test Centers throughout the LVHN network.

Under the new criteria, only symptomatic people ages 65
and over, symptomatic people at a higher risk of complications
and other defined symptomatic at-risk people will be tested for
COVID-19.

Symptomatic people at a higher risk of complications include
those with chronic lung disease and asthma, significant heart
disease, immunosuppression, diabetes, morbid obesity, chronic
kidney disease and chronic liver disease. In addition, higher risk
people include pregnant women, those that reside in long-term
care facilities, healthcare workers, and first responders.

Testing of individuals exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19
infection and living with someone with a confirmed or presumptive
diagnosis of COVID-19 is no longer recommended. These patients
can be presumed to have COVID-19 and should be encouraged to
follow the same recommendations for infected individuals.

Otherwise healthy individuals who have classic symptoms of
COVID-19 infection and who are not considered high-risk based
on the testing criteria will no longer be tested. They are encouraged
to self-isolate (separate oneself from others) at home, get plenty
of rest, drink plenty of fluids and take fever-reducing medication.

Health care providers advise seeking emergency care immedi-
ately if symptoms are getting progressively worse, you're experi-
encing significant shortness of breath, have chest pain, and can't
seem to function in daily activities as you have been. In case
of emergency dial 911. Indicate to the dispatcher that you have
COVID-19, and, if possible, wear a mask when emergency person-
nel enter your house to avoid the spread of infection.

If your condition is deemed non-life-threatening, there is no
need to go to the emergency room (ER) or call 911. Continue
to follow the self-care instructions provided by your health care
provider.

Asymptomatic patients will not be tested at any LVHN Assess
and Test centers. Current tests are only capable of making the
diagnosis of active COVID-19. The test does not confirm or rule out
a significant exposure.

For more information on COVID-19, visit LVHN.org/covidl9.

First responders show their appreciation

Western Salisbury Volunteer Fire Department, joined by first
responders from around the Lehigh Valley, participated in a parade
April 10 around the Lehigh Valley Hospital (LVH)-Cedar Crest
campus. The first responders wanted to show their appreciation for
the committed physicians, nurses and staff who have dedicated
themselves to caring for COVID-19 and other patients during the
coronavirus outbreak. The emergency responders honked horns
and sounded sirens to call attention to the efforts of these health
care ‘heroes’ putting their own safety at risk and serving on the
front line of the pandemic.

St. Luke’s Health Network

Patient management system begins operation.......

Masimo (NASDAQ: MASI) has announced that St. Luke's
University Health Network (SLUHN) is one of the first institutions
worldwide to use Masimo SafetyNet™ to monitor in-hospital
patients, as the network seeks innovative solutions to care for the
surge of patients infected by COVID-19. Masimo SafetyNet is an
innovative, economically scalable cloud-based patient man-
agement platform designed to help clinicians care for patients
remotely in hospital settings and in non-traditional settings arid
circumstances.

‘Feeding the Frontline’

Employees across St. Luke's University Heaith Network have
been working tirelessly to keep our communities safe and healthy
during the COVID-19 pandemic. To show gratitude and support
their efforts, the network has launched two important initiatives
to keep frontline caregivers well fed during and after their shifts
on campus: free cafeteria meals and the “Feeding the Frontlines”
fundraising campaign to provide them with local restaurant gift
cards. Beginning in late March, employees were provided free
breakfast, lunch and dinner at all St. Luke’s cafeterias. The meals
consist of a variety of items from a predetermined menu and in-
clude vegetarian options as well. To make an online gift designated
to the “Feeding the Frontlines” initiative, please visit sluhn.org/
COVID-19Support and select “Feeding the Frontlines" from the
drop-down menu. To give by check, please make payable to St.
Luke’s University Health Network, indicate that you would like your
gift designated to “Feeding the Frontlines,” and mail to: St. Luke’s
University Health Network, Development Office, 801 Ostrum St.,
Bethlehem, PA 18015.

AROUND TOWN

Following the directives established by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to limit public gatherings, several of the
following meetings / activities might be changed or canceled.

Digital and virtual events:

Banana Factory digital exhibition: www.bananafactory.org/
event/9797/peter-keady-smokeeaters/-dChaplain for Palmer
Municipal Fire Department and photographer Peter Keady’s exhibit
“SmokeEaters” through April 26. Banko Family Room Gallery,
Banana Factory.

Bethlehem Area Public Library: Visit www.bapl.org/events/cat-
egories/virtual-events/. Buildings currently closed. Visit www.bapl.
org (main) or www.bapl.org/ssmain.htm (south side) for online
books, activities, etc.

Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites digital programming:
visit https://historicbethlehem.org.

National Museum of Industrial History virtual museum on line:
http://nmih.org. “Art of Precision: The Engineered Sculpture of
Christopher Bathgate".

Wednesday, April 15, Thursday, April 16

Call for cancellations: Drop-in center, 9 a.m. Bible study, all
ages, 11 a.m. to noon; Program: TBA 1 p.m. Salvation Army, 521
Pembroke Road. Information, senior activities: call 610-867-4681.

Saturday, April 18

CANCELED: Civil War Round Table of Eastern Pennsylvania:
Gettysburg Conservation Day, Gettysburg National Military Park. For
information and sign up, visit www.cwrteasternpa.org/

Call for cancellations: Cops ‘n’ Kids 14th annual celebration
of reading (and arts, sciences). Free. Books, activities, reading
stations, entertainment. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 511 E. Third St. Visit

See TOWN on Page Al2
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AREA DEATHS

Frank L. Majczan

Forge #3 superintendent |

Frank L. Majczan Sr, died March
30,2020, at Sacred Heart Senior
Living Center, Center Valley. He was
the husband ofthe late Helen (Obal)
Majczan for 69 years.

Born in Bethlehem, he was a 1940
graduate of Liberty HS, where he
earned awards in football and basket-

ball. He attended Moravian College for two years,
where he was a three-sport athlete with All State
honors in basketball. He transferred to Lehigh for
hisﬂunior and senior years and, as a three-sport
athlete, was named to Lehigh’s Athletic Hall of
Fame. He was a 1944 Lehigh graduate and earned
bachelor’s degrees in business and industrial
engineering.

Heworked full-time for Bethlehem Steel Corp.
beginning in his college years, and held manage-
ment positions for most ofa 42 year career,.from
\évhich he retired in 1982 as Forge #3 superinten-

ent.

He was a former member of Saucon Valley
Country Club and the Bethlehem Steel Club,
where he was a club president.

He was a member of St Anne’s Catholic Church,
Bethlehem.

He is survived by three sons, Frank L. Jr. arid
his wife Sheila, Robert S. and his wife Kimber-
ley and Raymond C. and his Wife Paula; eight
grandchildren, Nicole Gallela (Anthony), Allison
Mafodda (Michael), Heather Corkery (R?/an), Chad
Douglas Majczan (Diana DelValle), Caitlin Anne,
Abbey Gohl (Frank), Corrine Elyse Wills (Patrick)
and Brianne Marie Majczan; and nine great-grand-
children, Madeline Beth Mafodda, Alexandra
Lynn Mafodda, Jackson Edgar Majczan, Tessa
Riley Corkery, Mae Helena Majczan, Tate Ryan
Corkery, Oliver Francis Gohl, Calvin Robert Gohl
and Isaac Matthew Gohl.

He was predeceased by three brothers, Charles,
Stephen and John Majczan; and three sisters,
Anna Gilbert, Mary Kovacs and Irene Kozlowski.

Contributions may be made to Sacred Heart
Senior Living, 4851 Saucon Creek Road, Center
Valley, PA 18034.

Arrangements were made by Connell Funeral
Home Inc., Bethlehem.

PLEASE NOTE
Obituaries in the Bethlehem Press
run free of charge but are subject

to Bethlehem Press guidelines.

KEEP YOUR
APPOINTMENT!

St. Luke's is here for you.

See your St. Luke's doctor from
home with a Virtual Visit

e Available for primary care and
specially care appointments

e Routine, chronic and acute

health needs

e Provided on your smart phone,

tablet or computer

Don't miss your scheduled
doctor's appointment!

Giovanna (Giammarco) Fantozzi

Assumption B.V.M. Church member

Giovanna “Jennie” (Giammarco) Fantozzi, 89,
of Bethlehem and formerly of Wilmington, Del-
aware, died March 29,2020, in her home. Born
an American citizen in Abruzzo, Italy, she was
a daughter ofthe late Vincenzo and Flaminia
Giammarco. She was the wife ofthe late Bernard
“Dino” Fantozzi for 61 years.

She attended Wilmington High School.

She was a member of Assumption B.V.M.
Church, Bethlehem.

She is survived by a daughter, Carla Fantozzi
Palermo and her husband Tony of Los Angeles,
California; two sons, Vincent Fantozzi and his
wife Julie of Allentown and Dino Fantozzi and his
wife Nora of Bethlehem; and eight grandchildren,
Rosa, Nicolo, Katarina, Quinn, Enzo, Talia, Liam
and Julian.

Services will be private. A Memorial Mass will
be announced at a later date.

Contributions may be made to the Parkinson’s
Foundation by visiting www.parkinson.org/ or by
calling (800)-473-4636.

Arrangements were made by Cantelmi Long
Funeral Home Inc., Bethlehem.

Louise E. (D’Emilio) Haldaman

BASD cafeteria worker

Louise E. (D’Emilio) Haldaman, 97, of Beth-
lehem, died March 29,2020, while in the care of
Sacred Heart Living, Northampton. Born in Foun-
tain Hill, she was a daughter ofthe late Joseph
and Anna (Castellucci) D’Emilio. She was the wife
ofthe late William J. Haldaman.

She worked in the cafeteria for the Bethlehem
Area School District for many years before retir-
ing in 1981

She was a former member of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, Bethlehem.

She was a member ofthe Friendship Club and
ofthe Golden Hillers, Fountain HUL.

She is survived by three sons, William J. Jr.
and his wife Linda, Dennis G. and his wife Judith
and Jeffrey and his wife Marianne; two sisters,
Josephine Stern and Lucy Lechman; nine grand-
children; 14 great-grandchildren; and one great-
great-grandchild.

She was predeceased by a brother,1Vincent
D’Emilio; a sister, Mary Evans; and a great-grand-
son.

Funeral services will be private and at the con-
venience ofthe family.

Arrangements were made by Cantelmi Long
Funeral Home Inc., Bethlehem:

FAITH

Continued from page A10

Sunday worship services.
Visitwww.LifelnChrist-
ChUTch.dom, click
“Useful Links,”and select
“Service Livestream '
(Members).” The pass-
word is “licclive.”

New Covenant
Christian Community
Church (Bethlehem
and Macungie) asks its
congregation not to come
to either campus, but
to watch the livestream
from one ofthe two links
provided ghttps://nc4.
churchonline.org/ and
https://livestream.com/
accounts/20632837). A
video recording ofthe
weekly message from
one ofthe elders will be
available for download
here (https://livestream.
com/accounts/20632837)
30 minutes after each
service ends.

ELECTION
POLICY

Governor Tom Wolf signed SB
422 March 27, postponing the
primary election to June 2 due to
the coronavirus pandemic.

As we approach the June 2
primary election, the Bethlehem
Press, in the interest of fairness,
will halt publication of columns
by local government officials and
letters to the editor submitted by
those running for office or regard-
ing those running for office.

The last week for publication
of columns by local government
officials running for office is the
April 30 edition. We will, of course,
continue to cover the local races,
in news stories generated by our
own reporters.

Letters to the Editor, written by
members of the community or the
candidate, need to be received
by The Press no later than 5 p.m.
May 15.

BUY RECYCLED
AND SAVE

When you buy products
made from recycled materials,
recycling keeps working.
To find out more, call
1-800-CALL-EDF.


http://www.bananafactory.org/
http://www.bapl.org/events/cat-egories/virtual-events/
http://www.bapl.org/events/cat-egories/virtual-events/
http://www.bapl
http://www.bapl.org/ssmain.htm
https://historicbethlehem.org
http://nmih.org
http://www.cwrteasternpa.org/
http://www.parkinson.org/
http://www.LifelnChrist-ChUTch.dom
http://www.LifelnChrist-ChUTch.dom
https://nc4
https://livestream.com/
https://livestream
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YOUR LOCAL WEATHER

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday
Few Partly Mostly Few Few Mostly sunny
Showers Cloudy Cloudy Showers  Showers Cloudy
46/37 50/38 51/40 49/42 59/47 57/46 53/42
6-6 mph WNW 7-14 mphwW 5-11 mphSwW 9-11 mph W 6-13 mph SSW  8-13 mph WSW  6-9 mph WNW

Today we will see mostly cloudy skies with a 50% chance of showers,
high of 46°, humidity of 53%. West northwest wind 6 mph. The record
high for today is 86° set In 1994. Expect partly cloudy skies tonight with
a 35% chance of showers, overnight low of 37°. West southwest wind 7
mph. The wind chill for tonight could reach 32°. The record low for
tonight is 25° set in 1996. Thursday, skies will be partly cloudy with a
slight chance of showers, high of 50°, humidity of 42%. West wind 7 to 14 mph. Thursday
night, skies will be partly cloudy with a slight chance of showers, overnight low of 38°. West
wind 5 to 10 mph. Friday, skies will be mostly cloudy with a slight chance of showers, high of
51°, humidity of 48%. Southwest wind 5 to 11 mph.

FORECAST FOR
LEHIGH

VALLEY
PENNSYLVANIA

W eather Trivia

Whatdo meteorologists consider to be a trace ofprecipitation?

S0opou] (O uearss9| §j uogeudpsidjo aceqV s s u v

St. Luke’s uses command center for

local

Lehig

APRIL 15,2020

hfuels.com

610-266-8990

response

PHOTO COURTESY ST. LUKE'S HEALTH NETWORK
St. Luke’s University Health Network has set up command centers in each hospital to address
the COVID-19 pandemic. In Bethlehem, a team meets in the Blue Room in the Coxe Pavilion to

discuss strategy and staffing.

Stop the Spread.

STAY
AT HOME.

Staying at home is important.
Keeping your doctor's appointment is too.

Call your doctor's office and request a Virtual Visit.

StLUKeIS

UNIVERSITY HEALTH NETWORK

sluhn.org/covid-19

St. Luke’s Universi-
ty Health Network is
managing the network’s
preparations and re-
sponse to COVID-19
through its incident
command ” center in
Bethlehem.

The incident com-
mand center has been
organized according to
the structure and prin-
ciples established by
U.S. Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

The incident com-
mand center is running
24/7, staffed by teams of
experts, including those
who have undergone
special emergency pre-
paredness training at
FEMA’s Center for Do-
mestic Preparedness in
Alabama.

Such training is part
of St. Luke’ regular,
continuous emergency
preparation* which also
includes extensive plan-
ning and regular drill-

ing.

gEach of St. Luke’s
hospital campuses has
its own incident com-
mand center that, when
appropriate, seeks cf;uid-
ance and support from
the Network’s Incident
Command Center.

Additionally, the Net-
work’s Incident Com-
mand Center is working
in coordination with
local, state and federal
government agencies as
called forunder FEMA’s
Incident Command Sys-
tem.

Tony Vellner, Esq

TOWN

Continued from page A Il

www.copshkidslv.org for information.

Call for cancellations: SouthSide Community Festival and Chili
Cook-Off, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.Third and Fourth streets and the Gre-
enway. The Tastings: noon to 4 p.m. Voting ends 4 p.m. Passports,
information: visit https://southsideartsdistrict.com/

Sunday, April 19-Saturday, April 25

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day

Monocacy Way clean-up (easy/2A5) hike. Under 18 years of
age must be accompanied by parent or legal guardian. 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Post hike refreshments, talks etc. at noon. 100 lllick’s Mill
Road. Register via email: Jeff Fritzinger at Leadership@AMCDV.org.
For updates, information: https://activibes.outdoors.org/search/
index.cfm/action/details/id/117486.

Monday, April 20 - Healing the Earth - Our Common Home: A
Call to Action. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. or 7 to 9 p.m. (same program
at both sessions). Session topics: Why Laudato Si' and Why
Should We Care?; Nonprofit Energy Saving Agreements; Program
Related Investments, Sustainable Energy Fund; Sustainable Energy
Fund Watershed Management 101; Educator Track: LearningTree
Curriculum for Schools. Registration required. Freewill offering. Visit
for information / registration: www.stfrancisctr.org/special-events/

Wednesday, April 22 - Earth Day events: Earth Week and Earth
Day Fair. Wildlife showcase, food, games, raffle. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Packer Avenue (rain: STEPS Concourse), Lehigh University. For
updates, visit https://sustainability.lehigh.edu/earth-week-and-
earth-day-fair.

file Bethlehem Press calendar listings are, to the best of our knowledge,
correct at the time of printing. We are not responsible for the accuracy or
reliability of information submitted by external parties.

MEETING BOARD

Following the directives established by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to limit public gatherings, several of the fol-
lowing meetings / activities might be changed, canceled, streamed
or online. Check websites and social media as available.

Wednesday, April 15
Canceled: Northampton County: Courts and Corrections and
Personnel and Finance Committee meetings, Courthouse, Easton.

Thursday, April 16

Northampton Co. County Council, 6:30 p.m., Northampton Co.
Courthouse, 669 Washington St., Easton.

Canceled: Northampton County Energy, Environment and Land
Use Committee meeting, Courthouse, Easton.

Monday, April 20
BASD combined committees, 6 p.m. Edgeboro room, Education
center, 1516 Sycamore St

Tuesday, April 21

Bethlehem Council, 7 p.m.; hosted through remote meeting
software accessible by phone, computer or mobile device. The
public will be able to participate in public comment sessions
through a call-in phone number. Instructions will also be posted
on the city website and distributed through some social media
channels.

Wednesday, April 22

Northampton Co. Industrial Development Authority, 4 p.m.,
Northampton Co. Courthouse, 669 Washington St., Easton.

SVSD Finance Board Committee Meeting, 5 p.m. Saucon Valley
School District, Audion building, 2097 Polk Valley Road.

The Bethlehem Press calendar listings are, to the best ofour knowledge,
correctatthe time ofprinting. We are notresponsible for the accuracy or
reliability ofinformation submitted by external parties.

American Heart

Association®

Fighting Heart Disease and Stroke

VELLNERIAW pc.

Workers' Compensation and Disability Law

1

WORK INJURIES CAN
HAPPEN TO ANYONE

you work hard and so do we

YOUR LOCAL LEHIGH VALLEY
WORKERS'COMPENSATION LAWYEF

CALL TCDAY FORA FREE CONSULTATION

Representing injured workers since 1991


http://www.copsnkidslv.org
https://southsideartsdistrict.com/
mailto:Leadership@AMCDV.org
https://activibes.outdoors.org/search/
http://www.stfrancisctr.org/special-events/
https://sustainability.lehigh.edu/earth-week-and-earth-day-fair
https://sustainability.lehigh.edu/earth-week-and-earth-day-fair
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ARTICLES BY ED COURRIER

The High School Musicals series began Feb. 19 and concludes April 15in the Lehigh Valley Press Focus section.

Students, teachers and school districts put time, effortand money into their theaterproductions. It was import-
ant to maintain the Focus section series. With schools closed, consult district websites for information.

The 18th annual Freddy Awards ceremony, 7-10 p.m. May 21, State Theatre Centerfor the Arts, Easton, was to
have been telecastlive on WFMZ and wfmz.com.

For a list of the Freddy Awards 29 participating high schools and musicals: www.freddyawards.org

NOTRE DAME
‘Annie’

Notre Dame ‘presents
“Annie,” America’s favor-
ite Great Depression-era
orphan, at 7 p.m. April 24,
25and 2p.m. April 26, audi-
torium, Notre Dame High
School, 3417 Church Road,
Bethlehem Township.

The musical, based on
the comic strip, “Little Or-
phan Annie,” created by
Harold Gray, has music is
by Charles Strouse, lyrics
by Martin Chamin and
book by Thomas Meehan.

Notre Dame director
Sharon Lencheski is assist-
ed by choreographer Erin

Griffith, student dance
captain Sierra Irving, cos-
tumer Katelyn Schweitzer
and prop master Isaiah
Corkery.

The original 1977 Broad-
way production received 10
Tony Award nominations,
winning seven Tonys. The
1997 and 2012 Broadway
revivals each received one
Tony nomination.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Featured numbers in- The Notre Dame High School “Annie” cast includes
from left, Evie Carlin (Annie) and Sam Durigon
(Oliver “Daddy" Warbucks).

clude “Tomorrow,” “It’s
the Hard Knock Life,”
“Easy Street,” “You're
Never Fully Dressed With-
out a Smile” and “Maybe.”

DIERUFF
‘Cabaret’

Life in Weimar Germa-
ny is in the spotlight with
“Cabaret,” at 7 p.m. April
23, 24, and 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. April 25, auditorium,
Dieruff High School, 815
N. Irving St., Allentown,

“Cabaret,” based on
John Van Druten’s 1951
play “I Am a Camera,”
which was adapted from
Christopher Isherwood’s
1939 novel, “Goodbye to
Berlin,” has music by
John Kander, lyrics by
Fred Ebb and book by Joe
Masteroff.

Dieruff director-,oro-
ducer Sarah Pastelyak
is assisted by assistant
director Nicholas Conti,

choreographer Joanellyn
Schubert, vocal director
Jennifer Dodd, set de-
signer and stage manager
Deborah Hamburger and
assistant producer and set
foreman Donald Hinkle.

Theoriginal 1966 Broad-
way musical received li
Tony Award nominations,
winning eight Tonys. The
1987 Broadway revival re-
ceived four Tony nomina-
tions. The 1998 Broadway
revival received 10 Tony
Awards, winning four To-
nys. The 2014 Broadway
revival received two Tony
nominations,

Feature numbers in-
elude “Willkommen,”

Ticket information:
www.showtix4u.com/

event-details/37555; at
the door

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Dieruff High School’s “Cabaret” leads include, from
left, Sierra Cruz (Sally Bowles) and Jaime Torres

(Cliff Bradshaw).

“Married,”
Belongs to Me” and. “Cab-
aret”

Ticket information:

“Tomorrow www.ticketor.com/

dierufftheatre; 484-

765-5500

Warm winter effect on insects in spring

GROWING

GREEN

L.C. Cooperative
Extension
LehighExt@psu.edu

Spotted  lanternflies,
brown marmorated stink
bugs, boxelder bugs, mos-

quitoes, flies.

When will they be
hatching or coming out of
dormancy?

Will the 2019-2020 win-
ter of warm temperatures
in the Lehigh Valley in-
crease insect populations
in the spring?

Winters of extremely
cold temperatures also in-
fluence insect populations
for a following spring and
summer.

The answer to both
guestions may surprise
you.

Winter weather has
little influence on insect

opulations for the fol-
owing spring. This does
not mean that winter tem-
pelratures do not play a
role.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO BY EMEUE SWACKHAMER
First instar of the spotted lanternfly is very hard to
find as it is only about 1/8th-inch.

Many assume a warm-
er winter would increase
insect populations. If
anything, warmer win-
ters and extremely cold
winters will both produce
lower insect populations
at the beginning of spring.

The reason winter
weather has little influ-
ence on insect popula-
tions is because insects
havé developed excellent
defenses to survive.

Many insect species
survive over the winter in

different life stages.

Spotted anternfl?/
adults lay eggs in the fall
and the young hatch in
the spring.

The pupae (cocoon)
may stay during the win-
ter months with an adult
emerging in the spring.

With other insect spe-
cies, adults may Stay dor-
mant during the winter
and become active with
warmer weather.

All insects have pro-
cesses to survive the win-

ter. An egg, a larva, a pu-
pae or adult of any given
insect will' generally wait
in a protected location
until 'warmer weather
arrives. These. locations
could be tree bark, rocks,
logs or houses.

Fluctuating tempera-
turps during winter can
have major effects gn in-
sect populations.

If there is unusually
warm weather during
February and March, it
may confuse the overwin-
tering insects. The warm-
er weather may mistaken-
ly trigger them to emer?e
from their protected lo-
cation. If there’s a period
of freezing temperatures,
Ejhe exposed insects may

ie.

If there’s an
spring and warm weath-
er stays constant, insects
will begin to emerge. An
early spring may give
the Insect a longer period
of reproduction creating
higher populations by late
summer.

See GREEN on Page B5

early.

COV1D-19 Updates: B5
Classified: Pages B6, B7, B8

THE PRESS B1

Coronavirus

Freddy Awards off;
producers working
on WHMWZ telecast

BY PAUL WILLISTEIN
pwillistein@triOnline.eom

While the 18th annual Freddy Awards
per se will potbe presented, an April 9press
release statement from Shelley Brown,
President and CEO, State Theatre Center
for the Arts, Easton, seems to raise the cur-
tain on some possibilities.

“With Governor Wolfs school-closure
announcement today [April 9], it has be-
come impossible for us to present our an-
nual live television special in its usual
form,” Brown, Executive Producer, Freddy
Awards, stated in the press release, adding,
“We are working with our production part-
ner, WFMZ, right now to determine what is
possible this year.”

That would seem to indicate the possibil-
ity of some kind oftelecast.

The 2020 Freddy Awards ceremony was
to be held 7-10 p.m. May 21 in the State The-
atre and telecast live on WFMZ and wfmz.
com

When contacted, Jamie Balliet, Senior
Vice President, Marketing, State Theatre
Center for the Arts and Producer, Freddy
Awards, stated in an April 10 email to The
Press, “The Producers, are working on. a
telecast for May 21.”

Brown in her press release statement
seemed to forecast that: “We are doing ev-
erything we can in this difficult environ-
ment to capture the Freddy spirit in a cre-
ative way.

“The Freddy ?rogram is more than the
television special, and the good news is that
the program’s scholarship and grant pro-
gram is still in place.

“We thank the colleges and scholarship
grantors for their dedication to the stu-
dents.

“We encourage students to go to our
Freddy website for application informa-
tion,” Brown stated.

... Thelink is: *

http://freddyawards.org/scholar-
ships-award

Said Brown in her statement, “The Fred-
dy program is a celebration of all of the
participating high schools, and we know
how disappointed the musical-theater com-
munity is. Our hearts break especially for
the seniors that have been waiting for this
year’s show.”

The 2020 Freddy Awards had 29 partici-
pating schools. The adjudication ofthe mu-
sicals was to have begun in late February.

It was Friday the 13th in March when
Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf ordered
public schools and charter schools closed
March 16-27, which he extended “indefinite-
ly”ina March 30 order and then April 9an-
nounced an order closing schools through
the 2019-20 school year, which typically ex-
tends into the first week and part ofthe sec-
ond week in June. Also, on March 25, Wolf
issued a “stay-at-home” order for Lehigh
and Northampton counties residents.

In the circulation area of Lehigh Val-
ley Press, it’s believed that only Moravian
Academy and Northwestern Lehigh High
School were able to present their shows.

Moravian Academywasto present “State
Fair,” Feb. 28, 29 and March 1. Northwest-
ern was to present “All Shook Up,” Feb. 27,
29and 29 and March 1

After the governor’s order, Salisbury
High School was one of the first schools

See FREDDY on Page B3

Thank you to the Healthcare

Workers in Our Nation.

Fellowship Community is

Praying for Your Safety.

FeUowshipCommunity.com
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Don't be socially-distant in postponing wedding A re you spendin g

Dear Jacquelyn,

I am eartbro-
ken, but we’ve made
the decision to post-
pone our Wedding
ceremony  because
of the coronavirus
pandemic. What, is
the best way to let
guests know we are
postponing our wed-
ding and what do we
do about gifts we al-
ready received?

Dear Reader,

It’s a difficult act of
love to posti)one your
ceremony in light ofthe
requirement for social
distancing during the
cpronavirus pandemic.

Postponing your wed-
ding celebration can feel
overwhelming, but you
will get-through it. In a
time of crisis, “polite”
means doing the right

RESECIRULY
YRS

By Jacquelyn Youst

thing for everyone con-
cerned. Instead of pan-
icking, it’s time to plan.

It’s important to let
guests know as soon as
possible that you are
postponing the ceremo-
ny and that the date is to
be announced.

If you have created
a wedding website, it
is the best way to keep
guests informed. They
will appreciate the infor-
mation so they are able
to inquire about airline
and hotel refunds.

If you do not have a
wedding website, send
email? or make phone

calls to ensure everyone
is aware ofthe changes.
OnCeyou select a new
date for the wedding,
you might consider
sending out a new invi-
tation ?digital or paper).
If you have printed
invitations but haven’t
sent them, you can add
an insert with the new
details to put on top of
the invitation in the en-
velope, so that you ar-
en’t wasting the invita-
tions you already have.
If you have already
received gifts, a thank-
you note would not be
out of line. In the note,
mention that you are
looking forward to see-
ing the wedding guests
as soon as the pandem-
ic is over and you can
choose a new wedding
date.
This is not a normal

situation, so standard
protocol does not apply.
If you were calling off
your wedding unrelated
to the coronavirus pan-
demic, you would send
the gifts back.

Your decision to post-
pone was in the best in-
terest ofall concerned. It
is truly a selfless act.

Respectfully Yours,

Jacquelyn

Have a question?
Email: jacquelyn@ ptd.
net. Jacquelyn Youst is
owner of the Pennsyl-
vania Academy ofPro-
tocol, specializing in
etiquette training. She
is on the board ofdirec-
tors of the National Ci-
vility Foundation.

All  Rights Re-
served © 2020 Jac-
quelyn Youst

Pandemic cant overrule custody agreement

Q M ex-hus-
band and | have a
court-ordered  visi-

tation schedule, and
he wants to contin-
ue with that visita-
tion order during the

coronavirus pandem-
ic. The children are
with me. | have not

been sending them to
their father’s home.
Their father is not in
agreement with me,
What are some ways
to handle this situa-
tion?

Panelist Mike Daniels
took the lead in dealing
with this question, in-
cluding checking with
the courts.

“There are two sepa-
rate issues here,” Dan-
iels said. “The first is
mom deciding to keep
her children at her
home despite the court
order, and second, the
safejt?/ of the child and
family given the current
Bg&defgrorllphg]”tloVkl)%ltﬂois—
sue” |b8yBfiidrj cus-
tody orderslare to be
followed using bestjudg-
ments to reduce spread
apd risk, and all deci-
sions should be made by
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both parents together.

“Parents in custody
disputes need to know
that while the court
recognizes the risks in
co-parenting during this
pandemic, it will not
tolerate using this situ-
ation to make unilater-
al parenting decisions,”
Daniels continued.

Panelist Joanne Raf-
tas was also critical of
the mother: “My first
point, is about the fact
that she made a decision
on her own and then ex-
pected dad to follow her
lead without a problem.
That is not co-parent-
ing.”

“Do we know ifthe fa-
ther is staying at home
and is not working”?
panelistcWandaoMepeft:
do-Arroyo asked.

then | believe it is safe
to share custody time
with the kids as Yong as
everyone involved takes
all the needed precau-

tions,” Mercado-Arroyo
said, adding, “The kids
would feel safe and hap-
pier if they can see and
spend time with both
parents.”’

“If the children ordi-
narily spend a portion
of their week with their
father, it is critical that
this continue,” panelist
Denise Continenza said,
adding, “l recommend
that the parents talk and
come to agreement on
what is allowable activi-
ty for the children, that
both commit to follow-
ing the recommended

uidelines from the CDC
The Centers for Disease
Control and Preven-
tion].”

This week’s team
of parenting experts
are: Pam Wallace,
program  coordina-
tor, Project Child, a
program of Valley
Youth House; Erin
Stalsitz, Lehigh Chil-
dren, & Youth; Denise

Cibiitihenza, exten-
sion educator; Chad
Sftbfaiiyak, school
counselor, Wanda

Mercado-Arroyo, ed-
ucator and former
school administra-

tor; Joanne Raftas,
Psychotherapist, and
Mike Daniels, LCSW,
Psychotherapist.

Have a question?
Email: projectchild@
projectchildlv.org

The Family Proj-
ect is a collabora-
tion of the Lehigh
Valley Press Focus
section and Valley
Youth House’s Proj-
ect Child.

The Times News,
Inc., and affiliates (Le-
high Valley Press) do
not endorse or recom-
mend any medicalprod-
ucts, processes, or ser-
vices orprovide medical
advice. The views ofthe
columnist and column
do not necessarily state
or reflect those ofthe Le-
high Valley Press. The
article content is not
intended as a substitute
for professional medi-
cal advice, diagnosis or
treatment. Always seek
the advice ofyourphysi-
cian on other qualified
health-care. . provider,
with any questions you
may have regarding a
medical condition.

From bifocals to trifocals to contacts

Editor’s Note: The
ending paragraphs
of this column pub-
lished in the April 8
Focus edition were
deleted because of.a
computer error. The
full column is be-
ing published in the
April 15 Focus edi-
tion.

Firstpart

Q. I'm getting fed
up with my bifocals
and | want to make a
change to something
else. What are my op-
tions?

This is a big subject
that is important to se-
niors, so I’'m going to do
a series of columns on
the topic.

| want to start out
with my personal histo-
ry because it is a perfect
example of the universal
problem of correcting
faulty vision as we age.

When | reached my
early 40s, | noticed that
my right arm was getting
too short to hold books at
the proper reading dis-
tance.

I was getting presby-
opia, a natural condition
that makes it more dif-
ficult to focus on near
objects. This is the time
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when people whove nev-
er worn glasses before
start getting cheap read-
ers at the drug store.

However, | already
had a problem that |
was correcting with
prescription lenses. My
ophthalmologist told me
I needed bifocals, glass-
es with lenses that have
a correction on the top
section for my existing
conditions and one be-
low to help me with my
presbyopia.

I hated my bifocals.
The lenses had semi-cir-
cular inserts for focusing
up close. I could see the
lines that separated the
lenses. It made me squir-
relly.

My doctor assured me
that, in time, | wouldn’t
notice the lines and |
would love my bifocals.
After a month of agony,
my brain made the lines
disappear. It was amaz-
ing to me. But, | have
never loved my bifocals.

Whenever | would
go downstairs, my eyes
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would drop below the
lenses and my brain
would receive conflict-
ing messages. | stumbled
more than a few times.

If | needed close-fo-
cusing to see anﬁthing
above my head, | had to
crane my neck back into
an uncomfortable posi-
tion. Try installing Vene-
tian blinds with bifocals.

When it was time to
get a stronger prescrip-
tion, | asked my doctor if
| had any other options.
He recommended pro-
gressive lenses that have
a smooth transition be-
tween distance and near
focal areas instead visi-
ble dividing lines.

Progressives  made
me  disoriented .. and
nauseous. Once again,
the doctor assured me |
would get used to them.
This time | told him
where he could --. | had
another set of bifocals

made.
Then came com-
puters. Should | look

straight at them with
my upper lenses or look
at the screen with my
inserts? Neither worked
well.

My doctor suggested
trifocals. Trifocals are
lenses with corrections
for distance, intermedi-
ate vision, and up close.

No way. | could pic-
ture myself turning into
a bobblehead toy.

| retrieved my old bi-
focals and discovered
that the old up-close
correction on them now
worked perfectly for
the middle distance. So
| kept them on my desk
whenever | worked on
the computer.

But | wasn’t happy

*

With two pairs of glasses,
one ofthem with two cor-
rections. | decided to try
contact lenses. 1 tested
several brands.

Hard contacts were
not an option; they hurt.
Soft contact lenses gave
me the best vision I've
had since | was a child.
Comfortable. Everything
was sharp. No lines. No
eyeglass frames to get in
the way. | was so happy.
But...

I came to learn that
I- dont make a lot of
tears. You need tears to
keep your soft contacts
from drying. After a few
hours, my contacts felt
like potato chips. | tried
fake tear drops. No luck.
| gave up. | went back to
my bifocals.

My doctor tells me
that the newer soft con-
tacts are better than the
ones | tried years ago.
He could be right, but |
dont relish g[|oing back
to cleaning solutions and
sticking my finger in my
eyes again. | had enough.

Continued next

week
Have a question?
Email: fred@ healthy-

geezer.com. Order fHow
To Be A Healthy Gee-
zer,” 218-page compila-
tion ofcolumns: healthy-
geezer.com

All  Rights Re-
served © 2020 Fred
Cicetti

The TimesNews, Inc.,
and affiliates (Lehigh
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or provide medical ad-
vice. The views of the
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time outdoors?

While | was search-
ing internet sites for
coronavirus  informa-
tion, | found three dif-
ferent medical experts
who touted a way to feed
your mental health.

All three suggested
better mental health
during these devastat-
ing times starts with one
simple act.

Open your front door
and go outside.

Spend at least an
hour a day outside, they
advise. It doesn’t have to
be strenuous exercise in
order for you to gain the
mind and body benefits
ofbeing outside.

“Even if you just en-
joy the outdoors by sit-
ting outside your house
there will be definite
benefits,” they claim.

People are starting
to take that message to
heart. | think they may
be motivated more by
cabin fever and bore-
dom than with a genu-
ine desire to exercise.

After all, how much
sitting around the house
can we take? It’s been
three weeks since many
of us enjoyed our usual
social activities.

When we hear the vi-
rus is especially deadly
to those 65 or older, we
oldsters are more likely
to adhere to the advice
to “shelter in place.”

Here in Florida, Land
of Perpetual Sunshine,
one would think outdoor
activities would be an
important part of life for
most people.

Not so.

Not everyone stays
indoors, ofcourse. But if
you look around at those
who are engaged in out-
door activities you’ll see
it’s the happy old folks
like me who are out
there enjoying a second
childhood.

I just read an inter-
esting article that points
outkids in Florida spericl
even less time outdoors
that kMs m otifei §fatbk*

Statistics claim kids
everywhere spend an
average of four to seven
minutes a day.

Frankly, I'm sur-
prised kids are outdoors
even that long. May-
be walking home from
school or getting out of
the car on the way to an
indoor activity.

I live in a fairly big
development with a lot
ofyounger families. Yet,
I rarely see any kids out-
side except the four year

olds near me.

| dont even see Kids
walking home from
school.

What | do see are par-
ents who drive a block
to the bus stop and wait
for their kids. Then they
drive the kids home. For
a block!

I keep wondering why
grade school and middle
school kids arent al-
lowed to walk one block.

Parents say it’s “not
safe.” We don't live in a
dangerous big city. We
live in a laid-back neigh-
borhood where | have
yet to read the dangers
of letting kids walk on
the block.

“Times have
changed,” one mother
told me. “It’s no longer a
safe, benign world.”

Sad, but true.

When | first moved to
Florida | saw a bunch of
middle school and high
school students playing
volleyball at the beach. |
thought how lucky those
kids were to grow up in
a beautiful state with its
own wonderful beach.

I later learned the
kids were visitors. But
plenty of local kids do

do not necessarily state
or reflect those ofthe Le-
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©

regards!
By Pattie Mihalik |
newsgirl@comcast.net |

take advantage of our
beaches and waterways.

The article claims
one reason why Kids
dont spent time out-
doors is because kids
are overscheduled with
organized activities.

Before the virus hit,
we had recreational pro-

rams but not outdoors.
?Too hot, some say)
Instead, their parents
drive kids to air-condi-
tioned gyms.

Contrast that with
kids of yesteryear that
made their own fun.
They never had to have
play dates.

Ifkids wanted to play
with others they sim-
ply walked outside and
joined their friends.

My father says he
didn't give me much
in life but he was ever
so wrong. He gave me
a rich legacy — a keen
appreciation of being in
the great outdoors.

| developed a love of
nature and the glzjreat out-
doors at an early age by
palling around with him
as we walked through
the woods or went fish-
ing in the bay.

If you’re around my
age, chances are strong
3d/our parentsh nelver

rove yqu to the play-
ground. You Walkecf

You walked every-
where you wanted to go,
and each day brought
another adventure of
outdoor fun.

Our best childhood
memories still center on
that outdoor time.

To this day, I not only
love being outdoors; |1
crave it.

This week lIrasJjeen
gerfect for walkAg A

almy days with strong
puffs of wind. But then,
I think almost every day
is perfect for walking.

Here’s the big news.
They were right when
they said the coronavi-
rus would change the
fabric of our lives.

One of the things
that’s changing are the
number of people opting
for outdoor activities.

It used to be when |
went for a walk or hiked
I hardly saw asoul.

Weve suddenly had
a complete turnaround,
probably because so
many people are no lon-
ger working.

Exercise and sun-
shine can help combat
stress many are feeling.

Here’s an amusing
outdoor activity that’s
attracting a lot of peo-
ple. They place lawn
chairs in front of their
garage doors, talkin<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>