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Lt. Col. Robert P. Montgomery, 
Recently Promotegl,$<j>w Missing 

„ „ o ^ oft^.r i t h a d locked A w a r depar tment telegram was received a t t h e home of Mr . and Mrs. J o h n L. Montgomery, 1953 Eaton Avenue , yesterday stat ing that t h e i r sov, Lieutenant Colonel Robert P . Montgomery is missing in a c t i o n i n the European area 
^ b r ^ T o ' t h e Montgomerys, received a let ter from thei r son dated J a n u a r y 29, stating t h a t he had b e e n promoted from m a j o r to l i eu t enan t colonel in the Army Air Forces a n d had been a w a r d e d - t h e 
' air m e d a l . . . _ W h e n t h e word came yesterday r epor t ing t h e 27-year-old f l i e r_a casual ty t h e family at once thought he h a d b e e n killed but on tother 

control again after it had locked wtags wife another plane and con-tinued flying in formation. Tne pilot of the other ship was able to 
« i . Brandt who was killed in a plane crash in North Carolina last August, was a brother- i ¡in-law of Montgomery. 

1 Colonel Montgomery gained his first flying experience at the Alien-tawn-Bethlehem Airport and en-listed in the air corps m the early part of November, 1939, with Louis A Almeida, of Allentown, who as an AAP captain was killed m a plane crash in the Far Eastern | theatre of war early An 1942. Commissioned at Randolph Field, ne n a u uccu «^»ou — --- -— -inves t iga t ion they learned t h a t a casual ty» of war many include a n u m b e r of possibilities, one of which is t h a t he may h a v e pa ra -chu ted to safety or m i g h t be a p r i soner of war. It is to th is hope tha t t h e family is courageously 
c l inging. . o _ A n o t h e r February proved an e v e n t f u l m o n t h for the young flier; in 1942 a f t e r his return t o t h e Uni t -ed S t a t e s a f t e r having been in Eng-land a s a n observer of t h e Royal Air Force ' s fighting tactics, before our e n t r y i n t o the war, he was piloting a p l a n e over San Francisco Bay w h e n h e collided with a n o t h e r p u r -suit s h i p . Young Montgomery, t h e n I a l i e u t e n a n t , brought his c r a f t under 

UurnrniMnmcu a» — ' — - y , ' 
Texas, in 1940. h e was promoted to,; the grade of first l i eu tenan t the fol-lowing year, advanced t o a cap ta ins , r ank in May, 1942, and in January,-;! 1943, became a ma jo r . He has been in the European thea t r e of o p e r a - j t lons since las t August 18. | E Gradua te of Be th lehem High a n d , Lafaye t te College, h e had been-employed in peace t i m e by the Le-h igh Aircraf t Company a t the local airport . He h a s a n older brother,«; Sergeant J o h n L. (Jack) Montgom-ery fo rmer d e p a r t m e n t of public; assistance visitor i n Allentown, now stat ioned a t Fo r t George Meade,; Md' His sister, Mrs . , J e a n S B Brand t , is living a t t h e home ol the pa ren t s in Be th lehem. 
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