You gotta listen!

The Bethlehem Gadfly City government, Gadfly's posts March 20, 2019

The spectator value of last night’s City Council meeting from Gadfly’s
roost in the cheap seats was totally front-loaded in the public comment
space.

Yep, Council members did their business — necessary business — good
business — especially involving $money$ (and big money, *twas!) and
approving resident members of City committees (have you volunteered
lately?) and approving resolutions (especially of interest to Gadfly
followers, resolutions of feasibility studies for the Rose Garden and a
pedestrian bridge).

But you gotta listen to the quintet of resident speakers. It will only take
you 15 minutes.
VIDEO UNAVAILABLE

Barbara Diamond (min. 2:45) delivering Bethlehem Moment 8 on
“Operation Book Move,” the community effort in 1967 to move all the
books from the old library at New and Market to the current location in
one day, and introducing 91-year-old Ed Beighe and his wife Eleanor —
Ed was project chairman for the move.

Beth Behrend (min. 5:50) promoting a plan from the Bethlehem
Environmental Advisory Council to ban single-use plastic bags, with
follow-up by Gadfly #1 Stephen Antalics (min. 12:33).

Bill Scheirer, Gadfly #2 (min. 8:55) presenting a wise disquisition on two
major past problematic episodes before Council — 2 W. Market and the
proposals from the Bethlehem Parking Authority — episodes well
covered on Gadfly — spurring us to clear thinking, which requires
weighing all relevant information.

Doug Roysdon (min. 13:04) supporting the resolution on the table
(which passed) to seek funding for a feasibility study for a pedestrian
bridge — which he did in a strikingly exciting way.
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Gadfly will come back to talk about some of these presentations
individually later, but he encourages you to listen now to sense how
interesting these City Council meetings can be and how valuable public
participation is.

And to be turning out or tuning in the first and third Tuesdays of the
month.

You can catch the meetings live. Or at your leisure. You can even binge-
watch. Just like Netflix.

Great opportunity.



