The Mayor spinning a tale of racial harmony

%“ Latest in a series of posts on the George Floyd killing %“

“We are one”
See the Mayor’s May 31 statement about community.

LETTERS

South Side racial harmony
is a myth

I read Bethlehem Mayor Donchez’ recent op-
ed in The Morning Call with dim hopes, and I was
richly rewarded. He began with a quote from a
white slave owner, and continued to spin a tale of
racial harmony on the South Side of Bethlehem
that never, ever existed except in the imagination
of white people.

The truth is that white people in this country
are absolutely addicted to the idea of our own
superiority. This addiction is a societal illness. It
narrows our vision so that we can only see the
world in terms of our hopes and experiences.

The first step toward addiction recovery is
admitting we have a problem and accepting help.

Racism is rotting this country from the inside
out. It has from day one, and it will until we con-
front it honestly. We can’t allow our white elected
officials to address this moment by telling us that
George Floyd’s death while in police custody was
an isolated incident, that this isn’t a “race issue.” It
most certainly is a race issue.

Sarah M. Andrew

Bethlehem
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