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Save Our Swifts GoFundMe page 

This is Portland not Bethlehem. This is the Chapman Chimney 

Project not a Masonic Temple one. But you get the idea. 

Listen to Jennie Gilrain float her multi-layered vision regarding the 

Swifts (2 mins.). 

Gadfly finds it hard to curb his enthusiasm. 

How about you? 

“One thought I had . . . and this is particularly for the ears of the City . . . 

but we’re all citizens . . . all of us . . . I think this particular chimney . . . is 

extremely important . . . and has a place in my heart in particular 

because it’s two blocks away from me and I’ve 

actually seen the birds go in it . . . But I feel . . . well I not only feel, but I 

think . . . that this is an opportunity . . . that John [Noble] and his family 
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and all of us . . . can set a precedent for a city . . . cooperating together . . . 

a developer . . . environmentalists . . . ecologists . . . civic-minded people . 

. . cooperating to save a threatened or vulnerable species . . . that hasn’t 

adapted to an urban environment . . . so even beyond saving the species 

we can model embracing the wild in an urban environment . . . and . . . 

this is for the ears of city government . . . I don’t know if there’s such a 

thing as . . . a city adopting a bird . . . You know, I know they have state 

birds . . . but do they have city birds . . . could we claim that the Swift is 

Bethlehem’s bird . . . and then really care for that bird . . . and enjoy it . . . 

and make it an attraction . . . and make it a tourist attraction . . . just like 

the Bethlehem Star [delightful Jennie-giggle] . . . So I really feel that this 

particular chimney is important . . . crucial . . . but it could be the 

beginning of a citywide . . . and then a countrywide . . . a national, even . . 

. precedent . . . example.” 

to be continued . . . 

———— 

Save the Bethlehem Swifts: 

ref: Bethlehem’s dolphins of the sky 

ref: Gilrain gets scared 

ref: The Noble family: “We will do everything we can to make 

sure that these birds are protected” 

ref: Saving the Bethlehem Swifts: this is a worthy cause” 
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