Expresses Hope
That Col Lynch

Lieutenant 5 éolqnel zrhom!a.%‘-.

I_Wnch ‘was shot down’ whlle straﬂng"

‘may ‘have: survivedc the Parac
leap # 'from his - plane + Lieute:
Generab George : Cu Kenney,
‘mander = of - the Fifth” Air ¢
wrote jn _éne of two letters tEc_ &
yesterda‘ ‘by thé pnot’sxparenbs Mr

| The second Ietter 2 note Df con
dolence, came ‘from Ge.nera.l Doug-
{Tas MacArthur, supreme; commander
jof the: Southwest Pacific” area.:
| Colonel ‘Tymch, with: 20: kflls to-his
.credit:, -was- flying ‘a mlssmn “with:
faptm ‘William Bong' who -cirgled
he area’for some: time ‘after..the
Oatasauqua; airman: . left hls disr
abled - skup but was unabl 11
whEther 'Colonel ‘Lynch’:h

vived; the leap mto a.‘

wooded. -area.- - oW

Colonel: Lynch was shot down on
the .'day . fellowing - his - glevation.
from ‘the rank" of ma}Jor and iless
than three months after :he' mar-
ried the: former. 'Rosemary- Fullen\
of Swissvale, Pa, while on 8 30-
,day leave. &

General MacArthurs letter fol-

lows:'
A ca.nnot express o you: the
| poignancy of my regret at ‘the
xdeath of your son. His seryiee un-
ider ‘me;, was ..characterized by m
.complete-devotion’ ‘to “our:, ogunt,ry‘
'angr his .noeble death- unpreggateg
|him ‘with: its.dmperishable gl ﬁ
‘have lost .a gallant: commander-in ‘|
‘hrms and with you mourn:a splen-
'did “gentleman.” -,

The. letter. from Genera.l Kenney
follows:

* “I have always had the great con-
[fidence in Tom .as- one of the most
capable fighter pilots in the theater.
Endowed . with ;high  courage " and
leadership, he * brought “his - men
through danger to \victory on many
Foccasions. His personality and . his:
gallahtry in activé combat with the
enemy, endeared him to all of NS

“There is little I cam tell you
about the-accident.” The. .engine of
*his alrplane wag set. on fire by’ the
Japanese. while he was strafing’a
ship along the northern coast -of
New -Guinea. - He' bailed out but: it;
is believed. by .'Captain Bong, who-
was .with him, that his parachute:
did not have- timeé - to 'open;::The:|,
captain eircled: the ‘place where he
went ‘down but was!.unabletd-see
anythifg, as the counbry is thiekLv {
wooded.

I do not think At is fair to hold
lout ‘ much . hope . that .he ‘survived:
'the jump, ‘but .that is not “impo
‘sible. "If he -has,~he will haye been’
itaken’ prisoner and jyou will Teceive |
‘word .through the Red Cross. 3

“Tom was one ‘of the heroes. the'
Fifth Air Force can never forget.
‘We wul Aind ~it.' more, difficult”"to,
\carry. on’ without “him, . But “his,
memory will ‘help- those. of, us; Who.
are left‘to keep. up -the fight ‘for
“/the things he believed in; the things
‘for which he sacrificed 50 much &




