"wEs'r PACIFIC. — The Soldiers’

seph R ‘Panoc, NOW. of Fall -River,
Mass.; for plunging - ihto . a river

from drowning. -

The infantry- outﬁt
Panoc was ‘a° member ‘was returmng
from:-a. Jap stalking patrol on Aug.
23, 1944.: As they were. crossing one
of nimerous -streams * that thread
through the' jungle, Panoc’s mate,
Pfc. Richard Hebert, of Wlsconsin
lost his footing and swift current
carried him downstream. ‘“Seeing
the -man helplessly - floundering “in
the water, Panoc unhesxtgtingly and
{with utter disregard . fof . his own
safety, dived into the stream fully
clothed and.weighted ‘down with a
full field pack.” ~Removing his
equipment .while still in the water,
Panoc swam te where the man had
gone down for the second time.
Accordmg to his citation, “alertness,
aggresswe and heroic actlon” saved
the man’s life.

Inducted 1nto the Army -June 29,

| 1943, Panoc previously worked as a |

| maintenance man for the Firestone
Rubber Company. in Fall River,
Massachusetts. His wife, Mrs. Helen
{Melazzi Panoc, resides there now 'at
14 Downing Street.” He is in
"12th month of foreign service.
i He is the son of Mrs.. Mary
"Panoc of 737 East  Morton : Street.
Lett;ers recelved from his wife by

Medal: has been awarded .to a. for-.|.
mer: Bethlehem ‘man, - Sergeant Jo-.

néar here to save one of his buddies | .
which |

| Gﬁiven ‘fC_-itatidn:

SGT. JOSEPH R. PANOC

his' sister,. Mrs.. John . Timko, of

his | 625 Ita.ska SbreetL told of the cita-

tion and the medal which she has
received: "PRe medal is the highest
%ward for bravery outside ‘of com-
at ; i




