Our police department learned from its mistakes,
says the Chief

The Bethlehem Gadfly George Floyd killing, Police June 15, 2020

%" Latest in a series of posts on the George Floyd killing %"

“We learn from our mistakes.”
Chief DiLuzio
June 3, 2020

The Chief was no doubt referring to this drug raid by City police on April
23, 1997, which ended with a man dead and a house burned down. The
City was sued, found guilty, and fined $8m in damages — a giant sum
only recently paid off.

As part of the court judgment, the City Police Department was required
to review its policies, procedures, and tactics, which review and
subsequent changes resulted in the unusual dual accreditation the
department now enjoys and to which the Chief called attention at
City Council June 3.

About the guilty verdict, the Morning Call in March 2004 would title an
editorial: “Jury sends police a message.”

Message received according to the Chief.


https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/author/thebethlehemgadfly/
https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/category/george-floyd-killing/
https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/category/police/
http://thebethlehemgadfly.com/2020/06/10/chief-diluzio-what-you-saw-on-tv-was-murder-and-we-are-out-in-front-in-regard-to-the-kind-of-training-people-are-calling-for

Gunshots

killed man
In drug raid

B He initially was

thought to have died in
Bethlehem fire possibly
started by police device.

By M. FLOYD HALL,
MIKE FRASSINELLI
And SONIA CSENCSITS
Of The Momirﬂ Call

As they crept up a narrow side
street, clad head to toe in black
and carrying M-16 style assault ri-
fles, Bethlehem police were pretty
sure of what they were facing.

Over the previous week, they
had engineered three heroin and
cocaine buys in the nondescript
frame house on the city's South
Side. There were also guns, several

of them, and a young alleged drug
dealer who had boasted he would
use them if he had to.

In the conflagration that fol
lowed, one man would be shot dead
as the house became engulfed in
flames around him, the fire possi
bly started by a noise device in-
tended by police to stun the occu
pants of 629 Christian St.

Bethlehem state police identi-
fied the dead man as 22-year-old
John David Hirko Jr., originally of
Palmer Township.

Details of the Wednesday night
episode were sketchy. Bethlehem
police largely declined to comment,
as did state police at Bethlehem,
who were brought in to investi
gate, District Attorney John Mor-

Please See GUNSHOTS Page A4 »
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