Testimony (1)

%‘ Latest in a series of posts about the Bethlehem Police %‘

POLICE DEPARTMENT
INTERNAL AFFAIRS
DIVISION COMPLAINT FORM
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HOME PHONE: WORK PHONE:
DATE AND TIME OF INCIDENT:

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

Our so/GNPRDEP® i «topped for an expired inspection sticker by n::';\chg.unl

e e
—nn Polk street in Bethlehem at 1:45 pm. One of the officers stated he smelled
weed in the car. and asked QUM scv eral times when was the last time he smoked. The officer
searched our son. his book bag. and his female friend’s book bag, and our car @989 i huthe
officer aceused our family of smoking weed. The officers told our son that he was nervous becuuse

¢
nervous becatse he's never had an interaction with police. @@ said that one of the offigers said
to the other that they should get the dog to search our car. He intimidated and humiliate n

he was afraid that they were going 1o find something in the car. Our son told the officer that he was

front of many of s peers. Our son was obyiously not impaired. the officer found nothing in the car,

O "

ol url-\ person ~ r the car upon closer inspection smelled of magguana, otherwise the
otficer would have had grounds to t-..xhl”un rather after finding 11\\!!111|~\3\ let go
The officer was obviously lying or grossly mistaken. He did not smell weed in the car.no one in the
family smokes anvibing. We are in the car daily and would know if someone had smoked in the car
The officer approached my son binsed either from past experience of rejudice. He wrongly

srican teenager smoked marjuana. [t is evident the othee

w Bethichem Police Department has been negligent in admitting the

concluded our son, an AT

mtennonally tarzgeted

Tices s wrongdomg. [} fficers and the Bethlehem Pohiee Department need to apologize to

or the emotional distress and humitision thar was inflicted upon him as a result of this
a departmental culture to intimidate rather than 1o

o longer trusts that police ofticers have

imcrdent. A refusal to do so would demonstratg

protect and serve. As aresult of this incrden
ity Additionally, he was embarrassed and made to look bke a erimmal i front of other

e
teenagers and school officials. We demand o wnitten and an w-person apology m weder 1o bring
reconcHiation to this mattef

it has been explained to me that Section 4906 of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code
is False Reports to Law Enforcement Agencies and is a misdemeanor of the 3rd
Degree if | file a fictitous report

Signature


https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/author/thebethlehemgadfly/
https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/category/george-floyd-killing/
https://thebethlehemgadfly.com/category/police/

In an effort to gauge the state of trust between the community and
the police department, Gadfly seeks first-person testimony of
interactions — good and bad — with police. All communication will be
confidential. Contact through the blog or at ejg1@lehigh.edu.

The Bethlehem Gadfly


http://thebethlehemgadfly.com/2020/06/24/is-the-trust-between-police-and-community-broken-in-bethlehem
http://thebethlehemgadfly.com/2020/06/24/first-person-testimony-necessary

