Garrison recap before tonight’s vote
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(7th in a series of posts about 11 and 15 W. Garrison St.)

Tonight City Council will vote on the first reading of a proposal to re-

zone 11 and 15 W. Garrison St. from residential to commercial. See

videos of these houses and the neighborhood in the previous post in this
series.

The developer seeks rezoning of two
residences on Garrison St. as part of
a proposal for a 5-floor mixed use

.| building with first-floor commercial
B8 + 70-some apartments along New St.
between Garrison and North.

Quotes to think about from the previous testimony:

e Something special is happening on Garrison St. It’s just the
beginning of something beautiful.

e The community on Garrison St. is a family community. It’s a
place where we have time to sit on our front porches and see
how our neighbors are doing. That is something worth
preserving. That is something worth caring about.

e Great things are happening in this neighborhood, and bringing
forth more housing to overpopulate this neighborhood will
change the culture completely.

e Building a huge apartment complex on this corner will
completely change what this community is about.
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My question for this City is what matters most to them? Does
the community and the people that reside here matter, or does
‘economical prosperity’ matter more?

e You're looking at 120ft. as opposed to regular 2-story houses.
e [The building is] not going to fit in that neighborhood. It’s

going to look out of place.

e My house is my heart, my home.
e I come from New York. I left New York to get away from high-

rises and buildings. I left New York city to be in a calm,
beautiful environment, and I love my neighbors, and I know
everyone’s name.

We have community there. We're not going to feel safe there.
[Now] all the kids are outside playing, and we feel safe there.
This is commercial intrusion into residential neighborhoods.
It’s plain and simple.

I think this is a great project. I'm not here not supporting a
great project for the City. Just put the project in the district
where the project belongs which is the Commercial Business
district, and leave these neighbors alone, and leave their
businesses alone.

This is about integrity. The whole thing is about integrity. It’s
the integrity of our zoning code, which [the City administrator]
won’t stand up to defend . . . It’s the integrity of our
neighborhoods, and it’s about integrity of government.

You're buying a pig in a poke. You're going to change the
zoning . . . and you don’t even know that you're going to get
this project.

We know that the majority of Council believes that economic
development outweighs neighborhoods.

So the question is, whose will are you going to serve? The will
of the people or a private individual.

My sympathy for these people who spoke, because they
represent the core of the City, decent people who love the City,
and enjoy living in the City. And what you can be doing here is



depriving them of their way of life, uprooting them, forcing
maybe some to move out of the City because they came here
for that simple reason.

What are the factors to weigh in this decision?
Festival UnBound

Ten days of original theatre, dance, music, art and
conversation designed to celebrate and imagine our future
together!

October 4-13
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