Sgt. Hartzell Home
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After 50 Missions

~Air Corps Gunner Admits He Was
“Scared and Lucky” Many Tlmes =

“T was scared a lot of times”
grinningly confessed  Donald P
Hartzell, air corps sergeant, in com-
menting on his fifty missions over

Eutope from Mareh 25 to Juiy T

from which he emerged without a
scrateh in spite of having been in
zome rather tight wra;)es,

.. He iz on 1eave at his homm 1428
Iron Street, until the end of the

month when bhe will spend {(wo

woeks at Miami Beach, Florida, until
e receives further orders.

He expects 10 De assigned to duty
as gunnery ipstructor.

Sergeant Hartzell cousiders him-
self lucky having secured in such a
short time the covetad fifty missions
making him eligible for a Iurlough.
In his daary is “a cross before the
date July 7, when he made his last
mission, over Germany.

He flew at least every other day

and sometimes two or three davs

in a3 row. His missions were. over
France, Yugoslavia, Romania, Bui-
. garis, Hungary and Germany. He
acted as gunner and photwraphe*
He aimost became a casually,
gaid, when a:llak bit the oxggnn

tent of the ;ziane e was in and the

impact knocked Him 1D fest, He
was, however, unhurt.

Every mission lasted ‘about eight

hours, he related. 'The flak over
Germiany  was “tough,” but once
aver Vienna most sccurate, when
their tail gunner got Bit and they
were forced to land, on refurn; with
one tire.
A good pilot: was ress}msime for
their getting back, safe that time,
he sald. “He considers himself ex-
tremely lucky in getting out of that
scrape and others unhurt

“1f you dont ‘eome  back with
holes in vour piane” the sergeari
commenwd “you think something’s
i queer.)’

Before saﬁ.ng for America, the
i sergeant spent a night at the Isle
wof Capri, but had no {ime fo see
che famed blue grotto there. He
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was eager to get baek ta the I}mted
States, anywas, e said, because con-
trary to what romantic-minded
Americans think, alr serviee is just
“flying and sleeping.”

He will spend his time here with
his parents, Cily Mercantile Ap-
praiser Paul T. Hartzell and Mr3.|

Hartzell, and with his flancee, M!vs,
. Helen Hujcs.

He expects to do some:
fishing.

Sergeant Hartzeil has the pmi'i
dential citation ‘medal for bombmg
and several other decorations. ,

He entered service April 24, 1943, 1
received basic iraining at Greens~
poro, N. C. got his gunnery wings
at Lowry Fiead Colo., and was
made sergeant at Langiey Field. In

early July he became staff sergeant,

He was formerly employed by tha
Bethlehem Steel Company.




